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Mission  mourns  Victor  Miller 


COMFORTING  THE  AFFLICTED  AND  AFFLICTING  THE  COMFORTABLE  SINCE  19B0  SEPTEMBER  2002 


Victor  Eugene  Miller,  editor  and 
founder  of  the  New  Mission 
News,  died  of  a  heart  attack  in  his 
home  while  watching  a  baseball  game  on 
television  during  the  early  evening  hours 
of  August  21.  He  was  found  by  one  of  his 
housemates,  Betsey  Stephens,  who 
attempted  CPR  and  called  paramedics,  but 
it  was  too  late.  Victor  was  pronounced 
dead  at  9:30  pm.  He  was  54. 

Word  of  his  sudden,  surprising  death 
sent  waves  of  shock  and  surprise  through¬ 
out  the  Mission  and  through  the  many  cir¬ 
cles  in  which  he  had  played  an  important 
role.  (In  addition  to  editing,  publishing 
and  writing  for  the  New  Mission  News, 
Victor  was  President  of  the  Mission 
Merchants'  Association  and  served  on 
numerous  neighborhood  boards  and  com¬ 
mittees.)  Within  hours,  a  makeshift  shrine 
of  remembrance  appeared  at  the  alley 
door  leading  to  his  office,  and  for  the  next 
two  weeks  his  many  friends  left  flowers, 
burned  candles  and  inscribed  their  good¬ 
byes.  See  inside.  Local  politicians,  includ¬ 
ing  Carole  Migden,  Tom  Ammiano  and 
Chris  Daly,  media  pundits  such  as  Warren 
Hinckle,  and  all  the  daily  and  weekly 
newspapers  in  the  City  eulogized  him 
with  high  praise,  and  people  came  togeth¬ 
er  from  tluoughout  the  neighborhood  to 
plan  a  memorial  celebration  of  his  life. 

Bom  to  a  working-class  family  in 
Millersburg,  Pennsylvania  on  April  5, 
1948,  Victor  Miller  attended  high  school 
in  Santa  Monica,  California,  and  went  on 
to  major  in  philosophy  at  UC  Berkeley 
during  the  late  'sixties.  After  graduating  in 
1970,  he  underwent  training  at  Stanford 
Medical  Center,  then  joined  Project 
Piaxtla  of  the  Hesperian  Foundation  and 


state  of  Sinaloa.  There  he  helped  villagers 
set  up  their  own  clinic,  and  trained  village 
workers  to  take  it  over  after  he  left.  Read 
Victor's  own  report  from  the  Sierra  Madre 

inside  yyzm  \c>Sl>£  eA 

He  returned  to  northern  California  in 
1976,  where  he  married  Paula  Haller  and 
settled  in  San  Francisco.  After  another 
short  period  of  paramedic  training,  Victor 
turned  away  from  the  medical  profession 
and  became  a  neighborhood  organizer  for 
the  Mission  Planning  Council.  His  job 
was  to  assist  Mission  residents  in  forming 
block  clubs,  in  order  to  facilitate  commu¬ 
nication  between  neighbors,  and  to 
empower  them  in  the  ways  of  grass-roots 
political  activism.  When  MPC  dissolved, 
he  was  hired  by  Operation  Upgrade,  a 
neighborhood  group  centered  around  16th 
and  Mission. 


neighborhood's  unemployment  rate  was 
close  to  20  per  cent.  Absentee  landlords  of 
neighborhood  buildings  took  little  interest 
in  maintaining  their  properties  in  this  eco¬ 
nomically  stagnant  area,  and  management 
of  the  buildings  often  fell  into  the  hands  of 
ruthless  individuals  who,  through  petty 
loan  sharking,  embezzlement  and  drag 
trafficking,  exploited  tenants,  swindled 
owners,  and  preyed  on  the  surrounding 
community.  Violent  crime  was  on  the 
increase,  and  arson  and  "suspicious"  fires 
were  commoa  Between  1974  and  1976 
there  were  132  fires  within  two  blocks  of 
where  the  16th  Street  BART  station  now 
stands;  15  of  these  were  officially 
declared  to  be  arson.  Twelve  people  died 
and  ten  were  listed  as  missing  when  the 
Gartland  Apartments  at  16th  and  Valencia 
burned  down  under  mysterious  circum¬ 
stances  near  the  end  of  1975. 


The  Mission  District,  it  must  be 
remembered,  was  a  very  different  and  far 
less  desirable  place  to  live  in  the  mid-sev¬ 
enties  than  it  is  today,  when  yuppies  com¬ 
pete  to  pay  thousands  of  dollars  to  buy 
our  homes  and  throw  us  out  on  the  street; 
At  that  time,  BART  construction  had  been 
tearing  up  Mission  Street  for  years  on  end, 
devastating  local  businesses  by  making  it 
nearly  impossible  for  customers  to  reach 
them.  Massive  demolition  programs  by 
the  San  Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency 
in  other  parts  of  the  City  had  flooded  the 
Mission  with  low-income  individuals  and 
families  that  Redevelopment  had  dis¬ 
placed  from  their  homes.  Our  neighbor¬ 
hood's  nearly  50  inexpensive  hotels  and 
hotel/apartment  complexes,  originally 
designed  for  the  single  workingmen  of 
San  Francisco's  vanishing  blue  collar 
industries,  now  were  often  accommodat- 


It  was  in  this  context  that  Operation 
Upgrade,  also  known  as  the  North 
Mission  Association,  was  formed.  When 
they  opened  their  first  office,  they  hired 
Victor,  half  time,  as  a  community  organiz¬ 
er  and  to  coordinate  volunteer  work.  With 
his  help,  the  organization  gained  local  res¬ 
idents  a  measure  of  control  over  the  pace 
and  direction  of  changes  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  When  the  group  wanted  to  publish  a 
newsletter,  Victor  sold  ads  to  neighbor¬ 
hood  businesses  to  finance  the  publica¬ 
tion,  and  the  North  Mission  News  was 
bom.  After  a  succession  of  part-time  edi¬ 
tors,  Victor  became  Editor-in-Chief,  and 
when  the  North  Mission  Association  dis¬ 
banded  in  the  early  'nineties,  he  took  the 
paper  over  as  a  sole  proprietorship  and  re¬ 
christened  it  the  New  Mission  News. 
Since  its  very  beginning,  the  paper  has 
always  been  a  forum  for  neighborhood 


residents  to  communicate  their  concerns 
to  their  neighbors.  That  was  its  unique 
mission;  it  has  never  had  a  private  or  hid¬ 
den  agenda. 

In  all  his  years  as  editor,  Victor 
Miller  never  once  published  his  own  pic¬ 
ture  in  the  paper,  but  we  hope  he  will  not 
mind  our  doing  it  in  this  issue:  this  month, 
he  is  the  news. 

He  will  be  sorely  missed 

Peter  Claudius  and  Chris  Collins  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  article. 


Victor  E.  Miller 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  OF  THE  NEW  MISSION  NEWS 

April  5,  1948  -  August  21,  2002 
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In  Memoriam 

Victor  Miller 

New  Mission  News 

By  Oliver  Chin,  ochin@sirius.com 


Three  cheers 
for  the  little  guy 
who  fought  city  hall. 
Who  defended  a 
homestead  vs. 
transient  politicos. 
Who  stood  up  to 
career  bureaucrats. 
Who  lent  a  voice  to 
the  undocumented. 


He  was  a  throwback  who  idealized 
neighborhood.  Where  identity 
was  a  dynamic  blend  of  history, 
culture,  and  a  sense  of  place. 


Of  course,  he  got  his  kicks  railing  against 
the  dot-com  mania.  He  recognized  the 
double-edged  sword  of  gentrification  that 
would  change  the  character  of  this  corner 
of  the  world.  The  tug  of  war  will  continue. 


He  liked  the  local  angle, 
the  street  level.  A  topical 
story  with  a  point  of  view 
and  a  message.  Skewer 
the  talking  heads  who 
spoke  out  of  both  sides 
of  their  mouths.  Spotlight 
conflicts  of  special  interest. 
Strew  sarcasm  on  those 
who  took  themselves 
way  too  seriously. 

\ 


Victor  was  cynical  yet 
oddly  idealistic.  He'd 
seen  his  fair  share  of 
human  failings.  But  he 
held  out  hope  that  the 
power  of  the  press 
could  help  people  be 
more  informed  and 
active  citizens.  A  paper 
could  be  both  a  good 
read  and  a  civic  tool. 


The  Mission  is  a  melange  of  food,  entertainment, 
activism,  families,  work,  and  spirit.  A  mix  of 
nationalities,  causes,  and  classes.  Where  the 
homeless,  illegals,  prostitutes,  addicts,  and 
gangs  eke  out  a  shadowy,  shifting  existence. 


Few  can  bind  together  a  melting  pot. 
We  celebrate  Victor's  life  and  will  miss 
his  caustic  wit  and  shrewd  eye. 

Others  will  keep  alive  his  memory  as 
they  continue  to  serve  his  community. 


So  much  saving  you’ll  think 
you’re  Superman. 


A  Mission  District  Icon  Since  1973 
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Over  4,000  items  arriving  daily! 

•  Denim  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry  •  Accessories  •  Clothing  For  All  Ages  •  Vintage  Items 
1  Furniture  •  Small  Appliances  •  Books  &  Records  •  Sporting  Goods  •  Toys  &  More! 


$3.00 

OFF 


Any  $1 0.00 
purchase 
or  more. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  promotion.  Limit 
one  coupon  per  customer.  Please 
present  this  coupon  prior  to  purchase. 
Good  through  September  30,  2002. 

2101  Mission  Street  San  Francisco 
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Thrift  Town 

2101  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1132 
www.ThriftTown.com 

Store  hours:  M-F  9am  -8pm 
Sat  10am-7pm  &  Sun  11am-6pm 


VICTOR 


REMEMBERING 

Trying  to  remember  Victor  Miller  seems 
like  an  impossible  task,  because  to  do  so 
one  must  start  with  the  painful  premise 
that  Victor  is  no  longer  with  us  in  person. 

But  once  you  accept  that  terribly  sad  real¬ 
ity,  remembering  Victor  is  easy  because 
his  character  and  spirit  are  embedded  in 
everyone  who  knew  him. 

Compassionate.  Fair.  And  always  there. 

I  only  knew  Victor  for  four  years,  but  it 
seems  much  longer  than  that.  Fellow  pho¬ 
tographer  Greg  Roden  introduced  us. 

While  a  fan  of  the  paper,  I  didn't  know 
Victor  and  was  surprised  to  find  I  lived 
across  the  street  from  him.  I  began  to  con¬ 
tribute  photos  to  the  paper,  covering  the 
occasional  neighborhood  rally  and  the 
like.  As  was  the  case  with  so  many  others, 

I  was  grateful  for  the  chance  to  get  some 
work  published  and  to  become  more 
involved  in  the  neighborhood.  It  was  good 
practice  and  community  service  at  the 


same  time. 

I  remember  the  day  Victor  rolled  up  on  his 
bicycle  while  I  was  sitting  outside  of 
Martha  &  Brothers  one  Saturday  after¬ 
noon  in  fall  of  1999.  "I've  got  an  idea  for 
a  new  series,"  he  announced.  "We  [NMNJ 
are  going  to  do  a  first-person  eviction 
.series.  They  will  run  as  first-person 
accounts.  You  can  do  the  portraits." 

It  was  the  right  idea  for  the  time,  and  the 


Since  1973 

SYNERGY 
SCHOOL 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 

415-567-6177 

www.  synergy,  pvt.  kl  2 .  ca.  us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 
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Cheeiesleaks 


Featuring 

Niman  Ranch  Beef, 
Freshly  Pattied  Burgers 
$5. SO  -  includes  Fries 

Now  Serving  Vegetarian 
Seitan  Sandwiches 
Garlic  Fries  Made 
Fresh  Daily 
Ham  -  I Opm 
7  days  a  week 
3285  21st  street  (©Valencia) 
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Call  Ahead... 

...and  your  order  will  be  ready! 


Victor  Miller  with  Operation  Upgrade  president  Elizabeth  Anello  and  early  editor  Dan  Dereszynsky. 


project  shaped  both  our  relationship  and 
the  way  in  which  I  will  always  think  of 
Victor.  Titled  "To  the  Egress,"  the  series 
aimed  to  inform  the  community  of  the 
rampant  displacement  occurring  by  giving 
its  citizens  their  own  voice.  Victor  felt 
strongly  that  every  person  should  have  the 
same  rights  as  others,  regardless  of 
income,  or  education,  or  status.  The  elder¬ 
ly,  the  working  class,  single  mothers,  and 
recent  immigrants  —  these  were  all  people 
that  Victor  really  cared  about.  The  fact 
that  he  ran  the  series  for  almost  two  years 
reinforced  for  me  the  notion  that  Victor 
was  in  it  for  the  long  haul:  truth  and  per¬ 
sistence  were  his  allies. 

Working  with  Victor  was  inspiring,  both 
because  of  the  wisdom  he  imparted  and 
also  because  of  the  energy  he  invested  in 
the  paper.  You  definitely  didn't  want  to  let 
him  dowa  Yet  despite  his  bear-like  exte¬ 
rior,  Victor  had  a  notoriously  soft  touch.  I 
remember  when  we  interviewed  Anna 
Jones,  a  nice  old  lady  who  was  one  of  the 
first  Egress  eviction  stories,  Victor  noticed 
an  inscription  about  friendship  on  a  bowl 
in  her  living  room  and  ended  the  stoiy 
with  it.  And  while  he  was  cynical  enough 
to  spot  a  politician's  ulterior  motive  a  unit 
away,  he  was  also  optimistic  enough  to 
think  that  the  forces  of  truth  and  justice 
might  eventually  prevail. 

When  I  saw  him  last  in  July,  on  the  street, 
lie  seemed  upbeat.  He  was  convinced  that 
if  Bush  didn't  successfully  manipulate  a 
war  with  Iraq,  he  was  going  to  lose  in 
2004.  "He's  going  to  be  a  one-timer,  just 
like  his  dad,"  Victor  predicted.  He  also 
said  that  he  had  been  going  through  some 
of  the  old  issues  of  the  NMN  and  revisit¬ 
ing  some  of  the  eviction  series.  "We  did 
some  good  work  on  the  Egress,"  he  said, 
before  adding,  "You  should  get  the  full 
series  [of  photos]  up  in  the  neighborhood 
somewhere."  I  felt  proud  that  Victor 
thought  well  of  the  work. 

It's  hard  to  believe  that  I  won't  be  shouting 
Victor's  name  from  across  the  street  any¬ 
more,  or  ringing  the  buzzing  door  to  his 
office  (and  wondering  how  long  it  would 
take  for  it  to  swing  open  under  his  push). 
Some  people  are  like  an  institution.  They 
are  so  important  to  their  environment  that 
you  just  can't  quite  imagine  them  not 
being  around.  I  know  that  Victor  felt  that 
way  about  others;  I  hope  he  somehow 
knows  that  we  are  all  feeling  that  way 
about  him  now. 

Friend,  neighbor  and  mentor  to  many,  he 
was  the  voice  of  a  community  and  the 
political  conscience  of  the  city.  We  will 
mourn  him  and  miss  him,  and  celebrate 
him  by  trying  to  carry  on.  Best  wishes, 
Victor,  for  safe  passage  to  whatever  life 
awaits  after  this  one.  We  will  expect  a  lull 
report. 

-  Gary  Stenger 


*  *  * 

An  Open  Letter  to  the  Members  of  the 
Mission  District  Community: 

Dear  Community  Members, 

I  am  sending  this  note  out  to 
members  of  the  Mission  community  to 
thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for 
all  the  support  and  love  you've  shown 
since  Victor's  heartbreaking  death.  The 
phone  calls,  cards,  letters  and  e-mails 
have  really  touched  my  heart,  as  have  the 
gifts  of  food,  flowers  and  help  with  his 
memorial. 

Victor  may  be  gone  from  us,but 
his  generous  spirit  is  still  alive  and  well  in 
the  Mission. 

Blessings  to  you  all. 

Warmly, 

Cathy  Sullivan 

*  * '  * 

Victor  Miller  was  my  loving  partner  from 
1986  -  1991.  Victor  was  a  very  loyal  and 
caring  friend,  and  a  scrupulously  ethical 
person  who  treated  everyone  with  respect. 
He's  been  an  inspiration  to  me,  and 
remains  so.  His  dedication  to  the  straggle 
social  justice  as  a  way  of  life  intro- 
d  me  to  a  whole  new  world.  Victor 
made  the  most  of  his  abilities  and  situa¬ 
tions.  He  has  helped  many,  many  people 
through  his  activism,  his  paper,  and  his 
personal  relationships.  He  had  a  global 
perspective,  yet  knew  the  Mission  inside 
out.  He's  always  been  an  intellectual,  but 
he  wanted  to  be  respected  for  the  rele¬ 
vance  of  what  he  did.  He  is  a  truly  suc¬ 
cessful  person. 

Victor  chose  and  persevered  in  a  most  dif¬ 
ficult  endeavor  -  to  eke  out  a  living  as  a 
community  organizer  without  burdening 
those  folks  whose  causes  he  championed. 
He  took  the  North  Mission  News  from  a 
raggedy  looking  non-profit  with  minimal 
readership  to  the  widely-read,  often-quot¬ 
ed  arid  professional  looking  monthly 
neighborhood  newspaper,  the  New 
Mission  News.  Not  that  his  personal 
income  changed,  but  the  influence  of  the 
paper  certainly  did.  He  did  everything 
himself:  selling  ads  for  revenue,  investiga¬ 
tive  reporting,  layout,  publishing  and  dis¬ 
tribution.  TTie  paper  was  always  out  on 
time. 

Victor  has  always  supported  local,  self- 
organized  projects  from  the  people  of  the 
district-  from  elderly  tenants  to  anarchists. 
This  is  his  legacy:  advocating  and  encour¬ 
aging  community-based  organizing  and 
direct  action. 

The  five  happy  years  that  he  was  my  part¬ 
ner  were  incredibly  influential  for  me.  I 
had  missed  him  terribly  in  the  interim  and 
was  pleased  that  he  and  I  could  re-estab¬ 
lish  reconciliation  and  friendship  three 
years  ago. 

For  Victor-  I  have  fond  memories,  ever¬ 
lasting  affection  and  esteem.  My  heartfelt 
condolences  to  Kathy  and  Helen. 

-  Joiy 


TENOCHTTTLAN  -  It  was  a  ter¬ 
minally  clotted  morning  here  in  the 
Centro  Historico  and  the  urban  turmoil 
had  me  on  edge.  When  Elizabeth  called 
from  San  Francisco  I  knew  that  something 
was  awfully  wrong.  Victor  Miller's  ticker 
had  stopped  in  the  middle  of  the  long 
night  she  told  me.  There  goes  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  I  muttered  to  myself.  But,  of 
course,  it  isn’t  true.  The  Mission  has  sur¬ 
vived  a  lot  of  trauma  down  the  decades  I 
have  known  it  and  it  will  survive  the  loss 
of  Victor  Miller,  crusading  editor,  pub¬ 
lisher,  paste-up  man,  reporter  and  eter¬ 
nal  luchador  social. 

Victor  Miller,  Presente!  as  they 

say  here. 

I  organized  in  the  Mission  long 
before  Victor  checked  into  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Back  in  the  ’60s,  the  Mission 
Tenants  Union  stood  in  the  doorway  when 
the  sheriffs  came  to  evict  families  and  old 
people,  threw  dead  rats  at  live  slumlords, 
and  distributed  large  numbers  of  cock¬ 
roaches  at  the  Board  of  Health  when  the 
city  wouldn't  send  us  inspectors.  We 
organized  important  rent  strikes,  fought 
for  rent  control  now,  terrorized  the  pover¬ 
ty  board,  and  were  beaten  and  jailed  about 
once  a  week  by  the  Mission  Station  pigs. 

I  lost  my  left  eye  to  them. 

I  always  figured  Victor  was  the 
successor  in  this  gritty  work.  Early  on, 
maybe  May  of  '65,  knocking  up  doors  on 
Shotwell,  we  found  tenants  who  told  us 
about  others  who  had  knocked  up  their 
doors  and  tried  to  organize  these  mean 
streets  ten  years  before,  and  I  realized  that 
we  were  part  of  a  laiger  history.  Victor  is 
part  of  that  continuum  of  straggle.  Others 
will  come  next 

I  offer  a  poem  published  in  the 
New  Mission  News  in  late  2000,  at  the 
height  of  the  Yuppie  land  rash.  I  wrote  it 
on  the  street,  rushed  over  to  Elizabeth's, 
and  e-mailed  it  off  to  Victor.  I  send  it  to 
him  again  now. 

RONCO  Y  DULCE 

Coming  out  of  the  underground 

on  the  BART  escalator, 

the  Mission  sky  is  washed  by  Autumn, 

the  men  and  their  garbage  bags 

are  clustered  in  the  battered  plaza 

we  once  named  for  Sandino 

Behind  me,  down  below, 

in  the  throat  of  the  earth, 

a  rough  bracero  sings 

of  his  comings  and  his  goings 

in  a  voice  as  ronco  y  dulce 

as  the  mountains  of 

Michoacan  y  Jalisco 

for  the  white  zombies 

caffeining  downtown 

to  the  dot  corns. 

They  are  trying  to  kick  us 
out  of  here  again, 
they  are  trying  to  drain 
this  neighborhood  of  color, 
of  color. 

This  time  we  are  not  moving  on 
We  are  going  to  stick  to  this  barrio 
like  the  posters  so  fiercely  pasted 
to  the  walls  of  the  Mission, 
with  iron  glue 
that  they  will  have 
to  take  them  down 
brick  by  brick 
to  make  us  go  away. 

Even  then  our  ghosts  will  come  home 

and  turn  those  bricks  into  weapons 

and  take  back  these  streets 

brick  by  brick 

and  song  by  song 

ronco  y  dulce 

as  Jalisco  y  Michoacan, 

San  Pedro  Sula  y  Morazon, 

Managua,  Manilla,  Ramallah, 

Pine  Ridge  Vietnam  and  Africa. 

As  QR  says 

we  here  now,  motherfuckers 
Tell  the  Klan  and  the  Nazis 
and  the  real  estate  vampires 
to  catch  the  next  train  out 
for  Hell 

-  John  Ross 
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Thanks  Victor...  for  everything! 

Victor  published  my  first  photograph 
ever  in  print,  in  the  Mission  News  some¬ 
time  in  early  1994.  Over  the  next  six 
years,  I  was  lucky  enough  to  maintain  a 
working  relationship  and  friendship  with 
Victor  that  made  a  great  impact  on  my  life 
and,  hopefully,  on  the  lives  of  a  few  oth¬ 
ers. 

Victor  was  unusual,  to  say  the  least. 
Nothing  about  him  or  nothing  he  did  was 
'usual.1  But  that's  what  1  liked  about  him. 
From  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  dot.com  age, 
to  the  Gentrification  of  the  Mission,  to  the 
homeless,  the  hungry,  the  unfortunate... 
the  afflicted,  Victor  was  there. 

"Hey  Greg...  it's  Victor.  I  need  a 
cover  shot  for  the  next  issue.  You  got  any¬ 
thing  that  might  work?"  Victor  would  say 
two  days  before  deadline.  But  it  never 
mattered  what  the  assignment  was  or  how 
soon  the  deadline  was  quickly  approach¬ 
ing,  I  always  felt  that  my  time  and  efforts 
and  photos  were  my  contribution  to  the 
neighborhood  that  I  loved  and  lived  in  - 
The  Mission.  It  was  my  chance  to  give 
back  to  my  community. 

The  best  stories  I  worked  on  for  the 
paper,  however,  were  the  ones  where 
Victor  and  I  would  go  on  assignment 
together.  We  did  a  piece  one  time  called 
'Living  Outside  in  San  Francisco'  that,  in 
my  mind,  was  the  most  significant  piece  I 
worked  on  for  the  Mission  News.  Victor 
and  I  visited  several  homeless  encamp¬ 
ments,  including  truck/van/bus  parking 
lots  for  the  vehicularly  challenged,  a 
phrase  that  I  think  Victor  coined.  Several 
ex-Mission  residents  were  incredibly  wel¬ 
coming  to  us,  wanting  to  tell  their  stories 
and  show  us  their  ultra-basic  existence... 
and  the  photos  and  writing  reflected  that. 

Now  you're  gone,  but  all  your  hard 
work  and  dedication  will  live  on.  You  will 
be  remembered  and  you  will  be  missed. 

Thank  you  again,  and  farewell  to  you, 
Victor  Miller. 

-  Greg  Roden,  Photographer  for  the 
New  Mission  News:  1994-2000 


Irascible,  independent,  rambunctious 
and  irreplaceable  were  the  first  words  that 
I  conjured  up  in  my  mind  when  I  learned 
of  the  loss  of  our  brother  Victor.  His  cov¬ 
erage  of  our  beloved  Mission  District;  the 
struggle  against  displacement  and  the 
fight  over  gentrification;  the  forced  mass 
exodus  of  a  Latino,  immigrant  and  work¬ 
ing-class  population  were  never  muted  in 
the  voice  of  the  pages  Victor  printed. 

I  remember  the  last  time  I  met  with 
him.  He  pulled  me  aside  and  said,  "Have 
you  met  the  guys  running  against  Chris 
Daly  for  District  6  Supervisor?"  I  paused, 
and  before  I  could  answer,  he  answered 
his  own  question  with  that  usual  acerbic 
wit:  "If  they  were  running  for  asshole 
they'd  win  by  a  landslide."  Vintage 
Victor.  Never  gave  up  the  fight!  Could 
always  manage  to  see  the  forest  from  the 
trees  even  if  he  was  riding  through  the 
Mission  on  a  bicycle.  Victor  Miller  siem- 
pre  presente! 

-  Richard  Marquez,  Mission  Anti- 
Displacement  Coalition 

Victor's  sudden  passing  is  a  great  loss 
for  the  Mission  and  for  San  Francisco.  He 
had  incredible  insight  and  a  courageous 
spirit.  It  is  amazing  to  find  how  many  of 
us  were  connected  to  Victor.  He  will  be 
missed. 

-  Bevan  Dufty 

When  I  approached  Victor  about  doing 
some  articles  on  urban  ecology  in  the  90s, 
he  said  "Sure,"  and  assigned  me  to  write 
about  raccoons.  It  wasn't  exactly  what  I 
had  in  mind,  but  we  wound  up  doing  a 
series  of  urban  wildlife  pieces. 

Victor  always  gave  new  journalists,  poets 
and  activists  a  chance  to  write  for  his 
newspaper.  He  fought  for  the  community, 
without  losing  his  commitment  to  fairness 
and  accuracy.  I  will  miss  him  forever,  but 
I  know  his  spirit  remains  alive  and  active 
in  this  community.  We  should  all  strive  to 
make  him  proud  of  us. 

Yours  for  the  Mission, 

David  Spero,  RN 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  qmlity  organic  &  luildcrafied  bulk  herbs 

♦  Vitamin  Supplements 

♦  Books 

♦  Flower  Essences 

♦  Aromatherapy  ♦  Body  Care  Products 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


♦  We  carry  a  full  line 
of  tinctures 

♦  Homeopathic 
remedies 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  821-0997 


A  Women-  Owned  Business 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  Street  285-9900 


Open  Monday  -  Saturday  ft  -  5 
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Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.O.S.  Petpr  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 
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ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


I  We  are  the  source  of  Camaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


doglo«lS?ate 

sell 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
415.282.1901 
dogearedbooks.com 


trade 


10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


I  am  saddened  to  hear  of  Victor's 
death.  In  1992,  when  I  was  broke  and  new 
in  town,  I  volunteered  to  take  some  pic¬ 
tures  for  the  New  Mission  News,  after 
some  Mission  police  officers  offered  me  a 
ride-along.  He  paid  for  film,  bought  me  a 
beer  and,  on  a  rainy  St.  Patrick's  day,  some 
corned  beef,  and  taught  me  a  little  bit 
about  the  internecine  warfare  that  is  called 
neighborhood  politics  here  in  San 
Francisco.  More  recently,  I  was  evicted 
from  my  house  (owner  move-in,  doncha 
know),  and  Victor  ran  tire  piece  I  wrote  in 
"To  The  Egress." 

I  have  a  lot  of  respect  for  Victor.  He 
exemplified  the  interested,  alert,  intelli¬ 
gent  citizen,  I  think,  and  his  publishing  the 
paper  was  a  natural,  outgrowth  of  that 
interest.  He  knew  what  he  did  and  he  did 
it  well,  and  that  is  a  good  goal  for  us  all.  I 
will  miss  his  presence  behind  the  New 
Mission  News  and  know  that  whether  he 
is  in  heaven  or  hell,  he's  figuring  out  how 
to  sell  the  ads  for  local  business  that  will 
let  him  get  on  with  the  real  woik  of 
informing  the  citizenry. 

Peace  be  to  you,  Victor. 

-  Jason  Albertson 


Victor,  Yours  was  the  first  house  I 
interviewed  at  when  I  moved  to  the  city.  I 
thought  you  were  mean  and  I  didn't  take 
the  room.  I  was  really  wrong,  and  I 
learned  that  in  the  following  years,  time 
and  again.  You  will  be  greatly,  greatly 
missed.  Fare  well. 

Love,  Sarah 


Dear  Victor,  I  will  really  miss  you! 

Toby 
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color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

passport  S.  immigration  photos 

print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


Overnight: 

black  &  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20"x3Q‘  « 

2  days: 

slides  &  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  &  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday 
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9:30-  6:pp 
10:00-6:00 
1-5:30 


11:00- 


Love  Always  ?  Puff 


Victor,  You  sound  like  one  hell  of  a 
guy-  Being  able  to  do  what  you  loved. 
WOW!  You  did  that!  We  should  all  be  so 
lucky. 


Victor 

A  great  defender  of  the  Mission. 


Victor:  Big  heart,  sharp  wit,  clear 
sight  &  tireless  worker.  It's  all  in  the 
name. 


Victor 

You  cared  about  eveiybody!Eveiy- 
body  is  so  sad  without  you! 

-Linda 

Victor-  I  can't  believe  you  are  not 
going  to  be  riding  down  Valencia  (on  the 
sidewalk)  anymore.  What  a  huge  loss  to 
our  community.  So  sorry  for  your  large 
circle  of  family,  friends  &  neighbors.  I  am 
already  missing  you. 

-Mary  B. 

Goodbye  Victor,  Take  Care.Ahoy. 

-R.I.P. 

Victor-  I  saw  you  on  Wednesday, 
making  your  rounds,  and  Thursday  I  wake 
to  find  this  memorial . . .  .Thank  you  for  all 
your  work  towards  the  Mission's  sanctity. 
You  are  missed.... 

Your  neighbor, 

-  Mike 

BYE  VICTOR 

For  all  thru  the  battles  you  raged 
An  eminent  torch  surrounded 
By  arrogance,  ignorance  and  greed 
Who  here  can  now  hold  that  flame 
Tight  to  the  temples  of  oppression? 
No. ..no  one 

It  will  require  community! 

Rest  now . . .  wish  us  luck 
Good  bye,  my  friend. 


Victor-  you  will  be  missed.  I  worry 
how  we  will  survive  without  your  comfort 
&  insight. 


Car  traffic,  Housing, 

wage- hustling,  the  Sloiighi  ng  economy, 
open  space  &  THE  ENVIRONMENT 

If  you  earnestly  want  to  address  these  topics  with  clarity  not 
confusion,  you  had  best  understand  the  language  and 
principles  of  political  economy.  Make  the  difference! 


the 


Henry  George  School 


of 


San  Francisco  is  offering  a  10  session  course  in 


nga 

the  Fundamentals  of  Economics 

’Wednesdays  beginning  September  11, 2002  *7-9  pm  •downtown  SF 
•$25  includes  the  textbook  and  studyguide 

415-452-8860  henrygeorgesf.org 

deep-down  thinking  that  answers  questions 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3"x  5"  or  4"x,6".wfth  or  without  borders 
$1263  24 exp.  $1623  36exp.  one  to  two  days 


B.&  W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $2Z§ 
(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


Check  out'  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplies  and  color  phptofinishing  service. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

•10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday  •  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


TEL:  (415)  431-7516 
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The  Gift  of  Giving  Others  A 
Voice 

One  of  Victor  Miller’s  greatest  accom¬ 
plishments  for  the  community  was  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  voice  for  those  who  would  not  have 
otherwise  been  heard.  Such  was  the  case 
for  San  Francisco  Mission  youth  through 
the  column  “GangSpeak,”  which  Victor 
Miller  agreed  to  publish  in  New  Mission 
News  (see  reprinted  “GangSpeak”  col¬ 
umn  by  Eddie,  below).  In  this  column, 
youths  could  publish  their  own  essays  and 
art  work. 

The  GangSpeak  column  was  not  only 
read  throughout  the  Mission  District,  par¬ 
ticularly  by  its  youth  and  their  families, 
but  found  its  way  to  other  neighborhoods 
also  confronted  by  the  problems  of  gang 
violence.  It  was  also  read  by  many  riders 
using  the  UCSF  shuttle  system 
and  those  using  the  CalTrans  buses.  The 
Gangspeak  column  found  its  way  as  far  as 
San  Quentin  Prison,  and  even  past  the 
impenetrable  censors  at  Pelican  Bay 
where,  for  some  inmates,  the  column  was 
a  small  ray  of  hope. 

For  the  youths,  the  work  they  did  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  GangSpeak  column, 
putting  down  their  guns  and  lifting  their 
pens,  was  a  critical  factor  in  their  ability 
to  eventually  leave  the  gang-life.  These 
youths  have  now  all  gone  on  to  get  jobs 
and  raise  families  and/or  are  currently  in 
college  or  recently  graduated.  This  fall 
semester,  one  individual  entered  graduate 
school  to  get  a  Masters  in  Education, 
while  another  has  just  been  hired. as  a 
social  worker  by  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco. 

What  is  most  striking  about  this  group 
of  previous  gang-bangers  is  that  they 
have,  in  one  way  or  another,  dedicated 

HOMEY  HOMELESS 

By  Rachel  Desjardins 

Hard  times  have  hit  Mission  youth- 
run  organization  HOMEY,  Homies 
Organizing  the  Mission  to  Empower 
Youth,  a  non-profit  community  activist 
group  helping  young  people  take  charge 
of  their  surroundings  to  become  leaders  in 
their  community.  HOMEY  was  rendered 
homeless  on  Saturday  June  1  due  to  a  fire 
that  destroyed  their  youth  center  located 
on  Mission  St.  between  16th  and  17th. 

The  fire  gutted  two  offices  within  the 
building,  doing  roughly  $100,000  worth 
of  damage  according  to  Julia  Sabori, 
executive  director  of  HOMEY.  Rifling 
through  soot  and  debris,  two  investigators 
along  with  members  of  HOMEVs  staff 
rebuilt  scorched  rooms  in  search  for  the 
cause  of  the  fire.  "The  fire  is  still  under 
investigation,"  Sabori  said. 

The  center  was  home  to  several 
youth  grass  roots  organizations  operating 
under  the  umbrella  of  HOMEY.  Now 
homeless,  the  organizations  were  forced 
to  disperse  throughout  San  Francisco, 
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Beckett 
Books 
&  Records 


themselves  to  working  in  the  community 
helping  other  youths.  Tragically,  Victor’s 

voice  has  been  silenced  but  his  vision  of 
allowing  others  to  be  heard  will  live  on  as, 
in  the  case  of  the  SF  Mission  Youth,  the 
torch  is  passed  from  one  generation  to 
another. 

Deanne  Berger- Moudgil,  MA,  Youth  Gang 
Activist;  Former  New  Mission  News 
GangSpeak  column  editor  (1993-1998); 

'  Consultant,  University  of  California,  San 
Francisco 


Always  Looking  Over  My 
Shoulder 

Hello,  my  name  is  Eddie,  but  folks 
know  me  by  my  Street  Name  of  Ed 
Diablo.  And,  the  reason  I’m  writing  to 
your  newspaper  Is  because  I’rrrinterested 
in  sharing  some  words  and  drawings  with 
those  that  may  read  your  paper.  I  first 
came  across  your  paper  some  four  months 
ago!  And  only  till  now  I’ve  had  the 
courage  to  make  my  move. 

One  day  as  I  was  coming  from  work  at 
5  PM,  I  had  just  gone  to  the  Warehouse 
and  bought  a  CD,  I  caught  the  bus  line  and 
sat  all  the  way  in  the  back  (the  reason  for 
it  being  who  I  am,  I’m  always  looking 
over  my  shoulder)  and,  as  I  sat  down, 
there  on  the  floor  was  a  copy  of  the  New 
Mission  News!  As  I  began  to  read  it,  I  saw 
your  column  and  it  made  me  smile  and 
feel  good  inside  because  now  I  could  be 
heard  and  seen.  Thank  you  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  do  so. 

By  Eddie  -  Reprinted  from  “  GangSpeak  ” 
column:  June,  1996. 

relying  on  other  non-profit  organizations 
to  take  them  under  their  roof. 

Now  operating  out  of  a  temporary 
location  on  19th  and  Alabama  St., 
HOMEY  will  need  to  find  a  new  home 
once  again  by  the  end  August.  "Not  many 
landlords  are  youth-friendly,"  Sabori  said. 
"It's  hard  to  find  a  place  in  the  Mission 
because  landlords  have  high  expectations 
ever  since  the  dot-com  boom."  Set  to 
move  into  the  Hamm's  Building,  located 
on  Bryant  St.  between  15th  and  Division, 
they  were  met  with  yet  another  stumbling 
block.  "We  were  supposed  to  move  into 
the  Hamm's  Building  along  with  Vision 
Youthz  Organization,  but  the  building 
manager  said  'no'  the  day  before  we  were 
supposed  to  move  in,"  Sabori  said. 

Discouraged  by  this  news,  the 
HOMEY  organization  is  in  search  of 
200,000  square  feet  to  continue  their  mis-  i 
sion  to  serve  the  youth.  "We  feel  power¬ 
less,"  Sabori  said.  "The  youth  are  still 
waiting  and  they're  not  getting  any  health¬ 
ier.  We  need  to  find  a  space  and  lay  down 
some  roots."  The  search  continues... 


Open  Tuesday  to  Sunday 
1 1  am  to  6  pm 
Closed  Mondays 
New  &  Used  Books  &  Vinyl 


3/59  -  I6TH  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 


VICTOR  MILLER 
WE  WILL  MISS  YOU 


2788  Diamond  - 1  block  from  Glen  Park  BART  -  586-3733 


PAOpCTg? 


I'm  Ladybug,  a  nine-year-old  long¬ 
haired  blue.  I'm  one  of  the  sweetest 
long-tenn  residents  at  the  San 


Francisco  SPCA,  but  I've  been  waiting 
much  too  long  for  a  home.  I'm  very  shy  at 
first;  however,  cheek  rubs  are  a  sure  way 
to  win  my  heart.  While  we're  at  it,  here  are 
some  other  ways  to  coax  cats  like  me  out 
of  our  shells.  Talk  softly  and  move  slowly 
around  us.  Avoid  staring  at  us;  sometimes 
we  take  it  as  a  threat.  It  helps  to  get  down 
on  our  level,  instead  of  towering  over  us. 
Don't  tiy  to  pull  us  from  a  hiding  place. 
When  we're  ready,  well  come  to  you.  'Til 
then,  pet  us  gently  in  our  hiding  place.  If 
you  want  to  entice  us,  try  a  tasty  morsel  of 
food  or  some  interactive  play.  Get  a  cat 
dancer  or  a  fishing  pole-type  toy-just 
make  sure  it's  not  too  big  and  scary.  If 


Work  Related  Injury  Treatment 
Physical  Examinations 
Ergonomic  Evaluations 
Drug  Testing 
Laboratory  &  X-Ray 
Physical  Therapy 
Pharmacy 


Two  locations  serving  the  needs  of  business  and  industry 

MOM  @  Bayview  MOM  @  St.  Luke's 

6301  3rd  Street  2nd  Floor  1580  Valencia  Suite  301 

San  Francisco,  CA  94124  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Appointments 

415.330.1800  415. 641. MOMS  (6667) 

Information  and  Company  Registration:  415.641.6406 

St.  Luke's 
Hospital 


you're  patient  and  understanding,  we'll 
give  you  plenty  of  love  and  purrs  in 
return.  So  if  you're  looking  for  a  very  spe¬ 
cial  feline  friend  ...  if  you  can  give  me 
the  calm  reassurance  I  need  ...  if  you  can 
provide  a  stable  environment  with  gentle 
people  to  share  my  life  ...  I  could  be  the 
cat  for  you.  If  you  are  interested  in  adopt¬ 
ing  me,  come  visit  me  at  the  San 
Francisco  SPCA,  2500  16th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94103,  415-554-3000, 
www.sfspca.org. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-it-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 
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(41 5)  285-8588 


61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


FREE 
Bb  BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

C$42.50  VALUE) 


Exclusively  Full-Figured 
Women's  Apparel 
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with  an  Amazing  Selection 
and  Personal  Service 
Open  Wednesday -Sunday  from  1pm 
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3266  21st  Street  San  Francisco 
415-648-3903  dcurves@hotmail.com 


JUMPING  OFF  WALLS 


Guided  Imagery  Acupressure 
Empowerment  Hope 


David  Spero,  RN  Health  /  Wellness  Coach 
Specializing  in  chronic  and  hard-to-treat  problems 


By  Tanya  Marie  Vlach 

As  I  walk  up  to  Harrison  and 
Alameda  to  watch  a  rehearsal  of 
Jo  Kreiter's  Mission  Wall  Dances 
cars  slow  down  next  to  me  and  drivers 
strain  their  heads  upwards.  It  is  one  of 
those  bone  chilling  days  in  the  Mission: 
the  bicyclists  detour,  stop  amid  the  icy 
breeze,  and  gaze  at  the  amazing  feats 
above.  Finally  I  look  up  and,  past  all  the 
bright  colors  in  the  mural  of  a  building  on 
fire  with  flames  coming  out  of  windows, 
up  on  the  real  fire  escape  that  juts  out,  are 
two  live  dancers,  harnessed  and  twirling 
around  each  other  in  a  what  looks  like  a 
lover's  duet.  They  are  three  stories  up,  and 
from  where  I  am  I  can't  see  one  inkling  of 
fear  pass  across  their  faces  when  they 
move.  That  is  one  of  the  most  amazing 
things  about  Jo's  aerial  performances:  how 
relaxed  all  the  dancers  seem  to  be.  Down 
on  the  left  hand  comer  of  the  large  canvas, 
there  is  a  woman  practicing  backward  spi¬ 
rals  in  the  air.  On  the  ground,  Jo  Kreiter 
directs  them  and,  even  though  she  is  a 
small  woman,  her  voice  is  large  and  her 
presence  is  just  as  big  as  the  mural  which 
covers  the  whole  side  of  the  building. 
Across  the  street,  sitting  on  the  sidewalk, 
is  the  composer,  Pamela  Z.  She  asks  Jo 
questions  and  gives  feedback  now  and 
again.  I  keep  thinking  how  those  dancers 
must  be  freezing  their  butts  off  because  it 
just  dropped  20  degrees  in  five  minutes. 
All  I  have  to  say  is,  site-specific  dance  in 
the  summer  in  San  Francisco  takes  serious 
commitment. 

Mission  Wall  Dances  is  a  site- 
specific  aerial  dance  piece  performed  by 
Jo  Kreiter's  Flyaway  Productions  on  a 
three  story  wall.  The  collaborators  include 
Jo's  husband,  Josef  Norris,  who  painted 
the  mural,  Pamela  Z,  the  composer  and 
long-time  collaborator,  and  Lalo 
Cervantes,  the  set  designer.  The  piece 

"pays  homage  to  the  displacement  of 
countless  Mission  residents,  and  to  the 
resilience  of  the  diverse  communities  that 
have  struggled  to  remain.” 

The  mural  itself  seems  to  be  a  visual 
documentation  of  the  dislocation  of  the 
people  of  the  Mission,  through  a  specific 
incident:  being  uprooted  by  a  violent  fire  - 
-  almost  thirty  years  ago,  the  Gartland 
Apartments  went  up  in  flames  and  many 
residents  lost  their  homes.  The  live 
dancers  "appear  and  disappear  as  both 
painters  and  characters  of  the  mural.  The 
choreography  uses  both  realism  and  fanta¬ 
sy  to  conjure  images  of  Mission  life-the 
women  who  sell  flowers  on  the  street,  the 
women  who  shop  in  the  vegetable  mar¬ 
kets,  the  lesbian  salsa  dancers  at  El  Rio." 
The  piece  invokes  these  ghosts  of  the 
Mission  and  its  iconography.  Jo  considers 
this  also  a  commentary  on  "the  constant 
forces  of  destruction  and  the  constant 
rebirth  in  contrast  —  there  is  a  consistent 
conjuring  ideal  in  the  Mission  and  in  the 
ebbs  and  flows  of  how  much  acclaim  we 
get  publicly  for  doing  what  we  do." 

The  cool  thing  is  that  "once  the  per¬ 
formances  end,  Norris  will  complete  the 
mural,  leaving  a  tangible  and  lasting 
reminder  of  how  the  streets  were 
enlivened  by  dance  and  music,  and  as  a 
permanent  documentation  of  the  recent 
dislocation  of  so  many  Mission  residents." 

Jo  moved  to  San  Francisco  when 
Contraband  was  performing  a  show  in  the 
pit  of  the  burnt  out  Gartland  Hotel  in  the 
early  eighties,  and  she  has  performed  ever 


since.  After  much  displacement,  Mission 
Wall  Dances  specifically  acknowledges 
tire  "30  years  of  arson  in  the  Mission  that 
has  been  used  as  means  for  eviction.  The 
Gartland  Apartments,  set  on  fire  in  1975, 
is  painted  in  the  center  of  the  mural."  This 
perfect  collaboration  of  wife  and  husband 
team  are  creating  a  wonderful  living 

memorial  to  the  lr  "S  of  home  and  the 
attack  on  culture  thv  the  Mission  has  suf¬ 
fered  through.  It  is  fitting  for  her  to  com¬ 
plete  this  full  cycle  by  creating  a  piece 
about  a  place  that  was  lost  when  she 
arrived. 


Jo  esteems  herself  as  a  communi¬ 
ty-based  artist,  but  as  opposed  to  her  pre¬ 
vious,  more  esoteric  pieces.  Mission  Wall 
Dances  particularly  strikes  a  chord  close 
to  home,  based  as  it  is  on  real  loss  and  real 
hope.  But,  like  all  stories,  there  is  a  rever¬ 
sal,  and  if  you  read  the  mural  from  right  to 
left  you  can  see  the  obvious  renewal. 
People  come  together  in  a  crowd  in  some 
kind  of  joyous  occasion  in  a  very  green 
park.  Perfect  timing:  after  the  expansive 
evictions  in  the  late  nineties,  the  pain  and 
anger  has  settled  down  and  now  there  is 
room  for  new  beginnings.  Jo  hopes  that 
"in  the  most  ideal  sense  [this  perfor¬ 
mance]  will  invigorate  or  reinvigorate 
people  to  invest  themselves  in  their  com¬ 
munity  and  their  neighborhood  and  to  take 
control.  If  they  direct  themselves,  the  bet¬ 
ter  the  community  will  be.  If  the  piece 
taps  into  this,  change  is  possible." 

That  there  are  still  risk-taking 
artists  like  this  who  don't  forget  their 
home  and  will  even  jump  off  walls  is  a 
wonderful  sign  of  renewal.  And  by  the 
way,  the  performance  is  free.  How  great  is 
that? 

Mission  Wall  Dances 

Intersection  for  the  Arts 

Flyaway  Productions 

Sat/Sun  -  September  14,  15,  21  and  22 

Performances  at  2  pm  &  4  pm 

1849  Harrison  Street  (at  Alameda) 

William  B.  Scott  Facility 

General  Info:  415.626.3311 

Press  Contact:  Mona  Baroudi 

415.602.1185 

monabaroudi@sbcglobal.net 


Call  415-585-9851  for  consultation.  Learn  more  at 


davidsperom.com  E-mail  david@art-of-getting-well.conr 
Read  my  book:  The  Art  of  Getting  Well:  a  Five-Step  Plan  for 
Maximizing  Health  When  You  Have  a  Chronic  Illness 


The  Art  Explosion 

2425  17th  St. 


Artist 

}  £xh»k>* 

t-877-ART-EXPL 

www.theartexplosion.com 
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Everything  home  cooked 


Good  Food 
for  35  years! 

Called  the 'Best  Diner 

in  the  City/' 


Breakfast, 
Lunch 
and  Dinner 
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-SF  Chronicle 


Ask  About 
Our  Specials 


ENCANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 


•  Culinary  Arts  Cooking  Series 

•  Booksignings  &  Poetry  Readings 

•  Folk  Art  Workshops 

•  Fresh  Arrivals  of  Unique  Collectables 


pat  y  fimoy 
tjhaciaf  pot-  T obo 

ItpeciSy  to  all  out  oititow  at  hicantaia! 


908  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

Tue-Sun.  1 1:30-6pm,  Fri.-Sat.  12  -7pm 
Telephone:  (415)642-3939 
email:  encantadagallery@yahoo.com 


Watch  for  our  new  calendar  of  events! 

•  Fine  Art  Exhibitions 


************************************************ 


Mixed  Messages 

Steve  Huegli  has  a  gift:  his  ability  to 
bring  complete  strangers  from  the  com¬ 
munity  together,  more  out  of  civic  con¬ 
cern  than  because  of  his  skill  as  a  host. 
And  if  things  go  as  he  hopes,  the  17 
Reasons  sign  will  be  restored  in  its  right¬ 
ful  place  following  the  August  28th  pro¬ 
ceedings.  (Ed.  note:  The  meeting  never 
materialized.) 

The  sign,  which  was  replaced  by  a 
beer  ad  several  months  ago,  is  still  housed 
in  a  nearby  warehouse.  It  was  rescued  by 
another  supporter,  Stephen  Parr.  However, 
the  community  is  showing  evidence  of 
support. 

"A  lot  of  people  want  to  help  out. 
They're  hitting  the  streets,  selling  T-shirts. 
There  is  a  barber  that  stands  out  front  of 
Bi-Rite  and  has  people  sign  petitions. 
There  will  be  a  public  radio  story  in 
October  on  KALW  91.7  FM,  which  is 
affiliated  with  the  San  Francisco  Unified 
School  District." 

Spanganga,  a  performance  space/art 
gallery,  will  be  highlighting  artwork  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  T7  Reasons'  sign  for  one  month. 
And  a  benefit  at  ATA  (Artists  Television 
Access)  will  be  hosted  by  the  Other 
Cinema  in  the  coming  weeks. 

Architect  Amie  Lemer,  who  is  no  stranger 
to  SF  Planning  Commission  hearings,  will 
attend  to  add  his  support.  He  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  saving  a  well-known  theater  in 
Santa  Cruz. 

Huegli  has  heard  no  word  from  the  other 
parties  [Foster  Media  or  the  owner  of  the 
building],  who  have  blocked  his  efforts  to 
replace  the  sign.  "They're  not  in  contact 
with  me.  They've  hired  some  high-profile 
lawyers  to  take  on  their  case,"  he  said. 

"If  they  are  found  in  violation  of  their  per¬ 
mit,  we  will  appeal  to  a  higher  court.  I 
knew  that  people  were  interested;  they've 

fought  the  Gap  and  Starbuck's.  They've  let 
[those  companies]  know  to  stay  out  of  the 
neighborhood.  The  community  is  not 
going  to  disappear,"  he  continued. 
Understanding  the  variables  and 
inevitable  twists  in  a  case  like  this,  Huegli 
knows  he  can't  be  promised  anything.  If 
the  sign  is  back  up  in  a  year,  he  will  be 
very  happy  with  that. 

"I  can  imagine  Ammiano  and  Brown  hav¬ 
ing  a  splash  for  a  day,  but  then  the  day 
after  that  the  sign  will  become  this  myste¬ 
rious  thing  again.  I  don't  think  it  will  be 
the  next  Golden  Gate  Bridge." 

http://www.  17reasonswhy.org 
Spanganga  3376  19th  Street 
415-821-1102 

ATA  Gallery  992  Valencia  Street 
415-824-3890 

http://www.othercinema.com/main- 

frame.html 

Meet  the  Parents 

For  various  reasons,  some  members  at 
Creativity  Explored  do  not  speak.  It  sim¬ 
ply  is  not  possible.  However,  this  has  not 
stopped  them  from  sharing  their  powerful 
messages.  They  communicate  only  visual¬ 
ly- 

Knowing  this,  art  instructor  Gloria 
Morales  wanted  to  explore  student's 
thoughts  on  Family. 

"The  majority  of  member  artists  I  work 
with  live  either  in  group  homes  or  board 
and  care  homes  and  have  very  limited 


WE  APPRECIATE  YOUR  BUSINESS  EVERYDAY! 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)  861-5757 

BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA 


by  Paul  Romo 


contact  with  their  'natural'  family,"  she 
said. 

Executive  Director  Amy  Taub  continues, 
"Many  member  artists  have  developed  a 
circle  of  support:  people  who  accept, 
love,  understand  and  emotionally  support 
them.  That  does  not  include  family  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  'blood-related'." 

This  is  not  Outsider  art.  That  title  is 
reserved  for  people  who  have  chosen  to  or 
are  residing  on  the  fringes  or  outside  of 
society.  The  artists  that  create  and  display 
at  Creativity  Explored  are  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  They  may  even  work  in  your  local 
grocery  store. 

Whether  it  is  perceived  as  Folk  Art, 
Visionary  Art,  Intuitive  art  or  Very  Special 
art,  this  form  of  self-expression  can  not 
be  denied.  Regardless  of  the  title,  there  is 
an  undeniable  honesty  that  beams  back  at 
the  viewer,  leaving  an  indelible  imprint  on 
the  soul. 

At  first  thought,  parents  and  siblings  are 
generally  what  comes  to  mind  when 
thinking  of  family. 

For  a  number  of  artists,  pets  play  a  promi¬ 
nent  role  in  their  work.  There  are  birds, 
cats  and  fish.  A  tremendous  amount  of 
these  'stories'  have  subtleties  and  depth 
that  invoke  laughter  or  a  smile:  grinning 
cats  dancing  on  a  deserted  beach,  their 
arms  outstretched,  paw  prints  shooting 
across  the  sand;  the  dozens  of  rare  and 
exotic  birds  curiously  stacked  diagonally 
atop  each  other-the  square  cards  holding 
them,  no  bigger  than  a  coaster;  rows  of 
seemingly  startled  abstract  fish.,  their 
forms  bathed  in  various  pastel  colors. 
Though  some  of  these  works  may  seem 
raw  by  general  artistic  standards,  they  are 
far  from  uncooked. 

In  some  cases  the  layers  of  obsessive 
detailing  is  astounding.  In  others  it  is  sim¬ 
ply  unpredictable,  poetic,  intense  and 
powerfully  moving.  Many  of  these  images 
are  extremely  individual,  inventive  and, 
above  all,  lasting. 

In  the  next  year,  the  non-profit  gallery  and 
art  studio  will  be  doing  several  thematic 
shows.  "Some  of  our  upcoming  shows 
will  showcase  media  exploitation,"  Taub 
explains. 

Leaving  no  room  for  misunderstanding, 
the  upcoming  show  in  October  will  be 
provocatively  titled,  "Don't  Call  Me 
Retard."  This  exhibit  will  focus  on  the 
realities  of  living  with  a  disability  on  a 

Creativity  Explored  daily  basis. 

3245  16th  St.  SF  CA  (415)  863-2108 

.vww.creativityexplored.org 


Gallery  Hours  Mom-Fri.  10am-3pm,  Sat. 
11  am -6pm 

This  Is  My  Family  September  1 -October 

12,  2002 

Don't  Call  Me  Retard  Opening  reception 

Thursday,  Oct.  17,  7-9pm 

Exhibit  runs  October  17-November  23 

Money  Back  at  Tax  Time 

Say  the  word  taxes  and  watch  the  set  of 

eyes  across  from  you  gloss  over. 

But  mention  the  word,  return,  and  watch 
those  same  eyes  twinkle. 

If  you've  paid  property  taxes  on  your 
home  or  at  least  $50  in  rent  during  2001, 
you  may  have  some  money  coming  your 
way  during  tax  time. 

From  answering  your  questions  to  helping 
complete  Homeowner  and  Renter 
Assistance  (HRA)  forms,  there  are 
trained  volunteers  in  the  area  to  provide 
you  with  general  assistance.  And  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Franchise  Tax  Board,  the  ser¬ 
vice  is  absolutely  free. 

The  volunteer  assistance  program  will 
provide  free  claims  help  between  now  and 
October  15th. 

Eligible  recipients  must  have  had  a  house¬ 
hold  income  of  $37,119  or  less,  or  gross 
income  of  $67,490  or  less  and  have  been 
at  least  62  years  of  age  or  blind  or  dis¬ 
abled,  regardless  of  age,  on  December  31, 
2001. 

For  the  2002  claim  year,  qualified  home- 
owners  can  receive  a  payment  of  up  to 
$472.60,  while  renters  can  get  up  to 
$347.50.  For  those  new  to  the  program, 
forms  and  instructions  can  be  obtained  by 
calling  FTB  or  by  logging  on  to  their  web¬ 
site. 

Qualifiers  are  encouraged  to  file  by 
October  15.  They  may  file  2002  claims  as 
late  as  June  30,  2003,  but  it  will  take 
longer  to  get  a  check  after  October  15. 
After  October,  the  Franchise  Tax  Board  is 
buried  with  income  tax  filing  paperwork. 
To  locate  the  nearest  volunteer  site  con¬ 
tact: 

California  Franchise  Tax  Board 
(800)  338-0505  www.ftb.ca.gov 

Shooting  From  the  Hip 

Fifteen  years  spent  working  in  media  non¬ 
profits,  teaching  and  making  films  have 
given  Lise  Swenson  the  advantage  she 
needed  to  work  with  at-risk  youngsters. 
TILT  (Teaching  Intermedia  Literacy 
Tools),  a  non-profit  organization,  works 
within  school  programs  and  community 
organizations  to  teach  the  fundamentals  of 
moviemaking.  This  enables  students  to 


tell  their  own  stories,  using  the  media  to 
send  their  own  messages. 

Swenson  and  her  team  work  with  at  risk 
youth,  meaning  "kids  who  have  been  in 
juvenile  hall,  repeat  offenders,  kids  on  the 
street  and  kids  on  drags." 

Students  then  get  an  understanding  of 
decoding  stereotypical  images  and  learn 
to  construct  positive  messages  that  are 
representative  of  issues  they  face  daily. 
"They  don't  want  to  be  portrayed  as  gang¬ 
sters  and  whores,"  the  Program  Director 
(pronounced  Leeza)  said. 

TILT  graduates  who  are  now  in  their  early 
to  late  20's  help  mentor  the  program. 
"Once  students  get  into  movie  making 
mode,  get  a  taste  of  it,  they  continue  on 
with  other  projects  and  TILT  becomes 
another  path  down  their  road,"  she  said. 
When  asked  how  the  program  has 
changed  those  involved  she  recounted  the 
story  of  a  documentary  made  by  and  about 
substance  abusers  that  is  currently  viewed 
in  rehab  centers.  "One  former  addict  cred¬ 
its  the  tape  for  helping  him  kick  his  addic- 
tioa.  this  is  really  powerful  stuff." 
Confronting  body  image,  relationships, 
homophobia  and  cultural  acceptance,  As 
if  it  Matters,  was  written,  produced,  edit¬ 
ed  and  filmed  by  nine  young  people  under 
the  guidance  of  TILT.  In  the  film,  six  high 
school  students  take  the  viewer  through  a 
24-hour  period. 

As  co-founder  of  ATA,  Artist  Television 
Access,  a  non-profit  media  arts  access  and 
education  facility,  she  brings  a  deeply  col¬ 
laborative  work  model  to  TILT.  In  the 
process,  Swenson  has  been  working  dili¬ 
gently  to  raise  the  nearly  $32,000  needed, 
by  2003,  to  continue  running  the  program. 
And  while  TILT  has  received  support 
from  various  family  funds,  the  Arts 
Commission  and  NEA  Grants,  they  have 
only  started  doing  outreach  which  lias  all 
been  word-of-mouth. 

Additionally,  through  her  affiliation  with 
THE  LAB  (an  artists'  organization  that 
supports  performing,  media  and  literary 
arts)  Swenson  secured  a  three  year  collab¬ 
oration  with  acclaimed  composer  Beth 
Custer,  as  well  as  the  Joe  Goode 
Performance  Group,  on  a  large  scale 
sound  composition  and  original  works 
program  that  will  certainly  broaden  stu¬ 
dents'  interests,  as  well  as  their  knowledge 
of  the  performing  arts. 

Swenson  says  that  educators  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  go  through  rigorous  training  that 
pays  off  for  students.  They  in  turn  receive 
a  solid  education  as  well  as  turn  out  good 
product. 


RESTAURANT 
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WEEKEND 
BRUNCH 
11 AMJ2PM 
SATURDAY 
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Closed  Labor  Day 
Monday  September  2nd 


Support  local 
&  organic  farmers. 
Buy  your  seasonal 
fruits  &  vegetables 
at  Rainbow. 


Buy  in  Bulk! 
Reuse  your  bag  or 
container  &  receive 
5c  off  for  each  bag 
reused! 


41  5.863.0620 

www.rainbow.coop 


GROCERY 


1745  Folsom  Street 
San  F r ancisco 
CA  94103 


Descuentos  de  Rainbow  Grocery  (estos  descuentos  se  ofrecen  diariamente) 

Senior  Discount  (60+):  10%  off  everything  everyday.  para  personas  de  60  anos  de  edad  o  mas:  10%  en  toda  la  tienda. 


Case  Discount:  10%  off  UNOPENED  cases. 
Vitamin  Discount:  10%  off  $100+purchase  before  tax. 

*15%  off  $200+purchase  before  tax. 
*20%  off  $400+purchase  before  tax. 

Bath  &  Body  Discount:  10%  off  $100+purchase  before  tax. 
(*other  quantity  discounts  same  as  above) 

Please  inform  the  cashier  of  your  discount  needs. 


Descuento  por  caja:  10%  en  cajas  selladas. 
Descuentos  en  Vitaminas:  10%  en  compras  de  $100  o  mas, 

antes  de  agregar  el  impuesto. 

15%  en  compras  de  $200  o  mas, 
antes  de  agregar  el  impuesto. 

20%  en  compras  de  $400  o  mas, 
antes  de  agregar  el  impuesto. 

Descuentos  en  productos 

de  cuidado  personal:  Igual  que  los  descuentos 

en  las  vitaminas. 


*Ask  about  our  other  special  ' everyday '  discounts* 
*Pregunte  acerca  de  nuestros  otros  descuentos  especiales* 


tO 


25  WEDNESDAY 


Dance  from  the  Mission  at  the  LAB, 
curated  by  Kristen  Chappa  and  Mary 
Armcntrout.  864-8855  Be  a  Star  -  Open 
Call! Sunday  29th  reading  and  book  sign¬ 
ing 

26  THURSDAY 

Decadence,  politics  and  mythology  - 
Catullus  Live  is  a  one  man  show,  which 
brings  to  life  the  words  of  the  iconoclastic 
Roman  Poet  Gaius  Catullus  At  the  Marsh 
1062  Valencia  St  Sept  19-28,  Wed  & 
Thursday  8pm,  Sat  7  &  9:30  pm  826-5750 

29  SUNDAY  , 

Elektric  Soul  -  First  Annual 
Electronic  Music  &  Arts  Festival  on 
Treasure  IslandPresented  by  Bulletproof 
Productions/  Leftfoot  UK  /  Reflective 
Records  --  12  noon  -  midnight  -  $35 
including  shuttle  to  and  from  Pier  32,  kids 
free,  2  outdoor  stages  —  main  &  ambient, 
indoor  sound  system  Daddy  G  [Massive 
Attack],  Mixmaster  Morris  [Ninja  Tune], 
Fila  Brazilia  [DJ  set]  100%  Dynamite  [ 
Soul  Jazz  sound  system],  Defferent 
Drummer  [ex  Rockers  Hi-Fi]  Jonah  Sharp 
&  Radioactive  [Reflective/Spearhead], 
Blaktroniks  [Reflective]  John  Beltran 
[Ubiquity  Rees],  Miguel  Migs  &  Lisa 
Shaw  [Naked,  many  more--  Local  Artists 
and  Independant  Filmakers  in  the  Fog 
Watch  Bldg  —  Kid  Stuff  -  Precita  Eyes 

Mural  Project  will  have  a  mural  in 
progress  more  info  &  online  ticket  sales 
[no  fee]  elektricsoul.com 

2  WEDNESDAY  -OCTOBER 

12:10  -1  pm  "San  Francisco  during 
the  Gold  Rush"First  in  a  series  of  Gold 
Rush  lectures  every  Wednesday  in 
October  by  Charles  A.  Fracchia.  See  a 
wall  mounted  panorama  looking  across 
the  Mission  in  the  1800's  Auditorium, 
State  of  California  Bldg,  350  McAllister 

3  THURSDAY  -OCTOBER 

Meet  the  Composer  -  The  amazing 
Beth  Custer  Ensemble  will  be  hosted  by 
the  LAB  in  a  range  of  activities  engaging 
many  facets  of  the  community.  The 
evening  will  include  presentations  by  Lise 
Swensen,  TILT  Joe  Goode  Performance 
Group,  to  be  followed  by  a  receptiou  At 
the  LAB,  in  the  Redstone  Building  2948 
16th  St.  8  pm  $7-10  sliding  scale 


Victor  -  In  His  Own  Words 

My  name  is  Victor  Miller.  I  am  the 
publisher  and  principal  writer  of  the  New 
Mission  News,  a  monthly  newspaper 
focused  on  happenings  in  the  Mission 
District,  its  role  as  a  microcosm  of  the 
broader  conflict  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor  and  its  special  character  as  a  place 
where  a  variety  of  cultures  have  managed 
to  live  together  in  a  rambunctious  harmo¬ 
ny- 

In  the  megauniverse  of  the  global 
info-tainment  complex  I  am  a  mere  grunt, 
chronicling  the  small  time  criminality  of 
slumlords,  the  myriad  corruptions  of  local 
government  and  the  casual  violence  of  our 
streets.  I  also  sell  the  advertising,  which 
is,  like  all  sales,  a  humbling  experience 
that  keeps  one's  ego  in  check  and  in  a  con¬ 
tinually  bruised  state. 

While  I  would  like  to  say  that  an 
unwavering  adherence  to  the  truth  steers 
the  editorial  helm,  when  reviewing  die 
restaurants  of  major  advertisers  I  have,  on 
occasion,  permitted  a  certain  amount  of 
shameless  exaggeration;  balancing 
integrity  and  survival  is  always  an  excru¬ 
ciating  experience. 

Besides  being  a  media  grunt,  I  have 
come  to  think  of  myself  as  something  of 
an  urban  peasant.  Over  the  last  two 
decades  and  change,  I  have  carved  out  a 
professional  symbiotic  relationship  and 
personal  emotional  bond  to  this  communi¬ 
ty  that,  at  this  stage  in  the  game,  cannot  be 
altered  without  major  spiritual  trauma. 
Fortunately,  this  is  a  continually  fascinat¬ 
ing  place  to  be.  If  I'm  a  lifer  in  the  'hood, 
that's  fine,  it's  a  pretty  good  life. 

Running  a  newspaper  that  is  expected 
to  some  extent  to  be  the  voice  of  this  com¬ 
munity  means  mastering  the  ability  to 
work  in  a  creative  way  with  diverse  and 
sometimes  infuriating  personalities.  (I 

have  always  been  dependant  on  the  kind¬ 
ness  of  strange  people.)  Although  the 
New  Mission  News  is  a  sole  proprietor¬ 
ship,  the  fact  that  none  of  the  contributors 
are  paid  means  making  an  ongoing  effort 
to  maintain  everyone's  cooperatioa  It  also 
means  a  certain  amount  of  living  up  to  the 
"voice  of  the  community"  expectation-  the 
closer  you  come  to  meeting  that  standard 
the  more  time  and  effort  people  are  will¬ 
ing  to  put  into  the  next  issue.  I  have  been 
able  to  keep  this  very  demanding  arrange¬ 
ment  viable  for  twenty  years  which  I 
would  hope  says  something  about  my 
ability  to  work  in  a  cooperative  situation. 


7  SATURDAY 

Family  Stoiytime  in  Spanish  at  the 
Mission  Branch  Library  every  Saturday  at 
12  Noon.  For  the  entire  family  300 
Bartlett  St  @  24th  695-5090 

Galleria  de  la  Raza  Opening  recep¬ 
tion  for  Resurrection  of  Tigilau  24th  St 

8  SUNDAY 

Drum/Percussion  Festival  -  the 
African  Percussion  Society  will  host  its 
Congo  Solo  festival  at  Rhythm  &  Motion 
Dance  Studio  1133  Mission  St  24pm  $10 
adults  $5  kids  621-0643 

9  MONDAY 

Monday  Night  Marsh  -  Stand-up 
comedy  and  performance  art  by  both  the- 
brightest  lights  and  dimmest  bulbs  in  the 
field.  The  Marsh,  1062 Valencia,  8  pm,  $7. 
826-5750  (every  Monday) 

12  THURSDAY 

Essence  of  the  Mission  captured  in 
multiple  perspectives  at  the  LAB  by  a 
team  of  Mission  artists  under  Lise 
Swenson  Opening  Reception  7-  9pm  at 
Redstone  Bldg,  2948  16th  St  864-8855 

13  FRIDAY 

Qorey  Golob's  daring  use  of  color 
and  unique  interpretation  of  reality  trans¬ 
form  the  familiar  into  the  extraordinary  in 
both  her  paintings  and  sculptures.  Gallery 
opening  6-  8:30  pm  331  Potrero  Ave 

Vbices  on  Paper  -  25  year  retrospec¬ 
tive  of  Posters  and  Prints  7  pm  reception 
at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 

Music  from  the  Mission  -  curated  by 
Beth  Custer  and  Jeff  Ray  at  the  LAB  (see 
the  12  th) 

The  Bored  Collective  presents:  ASS 
BOMB,  Larry  Heard  aka  Mr  Fingers 
[Alleviated  Music],  Blaktroniks 
[Reflective],  Jonah  Sharp,  Kevin  Koga 
[Devotion/Taboo],  Chris  Orr  [Arrow  Bar], 
Shobhan  Club  6  --  60  Sixth  St  —  415 
863  1221  --  $15  before  midnight 

Mission  Wall  Dances  -Intersection 
for  the  Arts  presents  Jo  Kreiter  and  her 
acclaimed  aerial  dance  company,  Flyaway 
Productions,  in  Mission  Wall  Dances  - 
an  interdisciplinary  site-specific  piece 
performed  on  a  three-story  wall.  Over  the 
course  of  two  weekends,  the  performance 
pays  homage  to  the  displacement  of 
countless  Mission  residents  Outdoors  at 
1849  Harrison  Street  (@  Alameda)  Info: 
626.2787  Saturday-Sunday,  September 
14-22,  2pm  &  4pm  Fre 

Grupo  Mono  Blanco,  master  percus¬ 
sionists;  Theatrical  music  and  dance  con¬ 
cert  of  the  traditional  son  jarocho 
(Veracruz)  and  son  cubano  (of  Cuba)  1428 
Alice  St  in  Oakland  (2  1/2  blocks  from  the 
12th  St  BART  station)  (510)  233-8015 


SUNDAY  15 

Mission  Market  to  Benefit 
CELLspace  each  Sunday  through 
November  2050  Bryant  St 

TUESDAY  17 

Intersection  Literary  Series  -  readings 
by  Jaime  Jacinto  and  Barbara  Jane  Reyes 
at  Intersection  for  the  Arts  446  Valencia  St 
8pm  $5-15  sliding  scale 

Mission  Community  Planning 
Workshop  #4  -  The  Planning  Department 
will  present  three  alternatives  for  new 
Zoning  Controls  in  the  Mission. 
Community  members  in  attendance  will 

have  the  opportunity  to  review  and  com¬ 
ment  on  these  alternatives.  More  info: 
Johnny  Jaramillo  at  558-6818  At  the 
Mission  Dolores  Auditorium,  3371  16th 
St.  Between  Dolores  and  Church  6  -  8:30 
pm  free 

Free  lecture:  "Human  Rights  &  an 
International  Code  of  Conduct"  by  former 
Costa  Rican  president  and  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  Laureate  Oscar  Arias  at  Univ  of  SF 
McLaren  Center  Rm  250  2130  Fulton  St 
422-2697 

18  WEDNESDAY 

Cine  Latino  10th  annual  film  festival 
at  Brava  Theatre  Center  begins  18th 
through  the  29th 

Chac,  the  Rain  Spirit  -  a  Mayan  Folk 
Tale.  Opera  Piccola  "Small  Works" 
Theatre  Company  presents  a  fun  story 
from  Mexico.  Come  early  to  volunteer  to 
be  part  of  the  show!  Mission  Library  300 
Bartlett  4  pm 

Spoken  word  from  the  Mission  curat¬ 
ed  by  Claire  Light  at  the  LAB  864-8855 
Be  a  Star  -  Open  Call! 

19  THURSDAY 

Cine  Club  at  Mission  Cultural  Center 
"En  el  Pais  No  Pasa  Nada" 

20  FRIDAY 

Opening  reception:  Fine  Arts  du  Jour 
gallery  672  So  Van  Ness  6-midnight  Fri, 
Sat  &  Sun 

Performance  from  the  Mission  curat¬ 
ed  by  Emael  at  the  LAB  864-8855  Be  a 
Star  -  Open  Call! 

21  SATURDAY 

The  Bored  Collective  presents  A 
RAVE  CALLED  ANDIE  a  benefit  party 

for  Andie  P  Cotton  DJ  Spun,  Jeno,  Simon, 
Polywog,  Shobhan,  Corey  Black,  Chill 
Out  Room,  Jonah  Sharp,  Nick  Philip, 
O.S.T.  -  Club  6  ~  60  Sixth  St  -  415  863 
1221  -  10pm -4am- $10 

24  TUESDAY 

Storytelling  and  Strategizing  about 
Cultural  Policy  in  America  At  Mission 
Cultural  Center 


ONGOING  THEATER,  ARTS 
AND  DANCE 

Let’s  Talk  About  Me  -  Three  world  pre¬ 
miere  one-act  comedies:  Behind  the 
Candelabra-My  life  with  Liberace  (star¬ 
ring  Philip  R.  Ford),  Simply  Stunning-The 
Doris  Fish  Story  (starring  Arturo  Galster), 
and  White  Trash  Debutante  (starring 
Jennifer  Blowdryer  as  herself.)  Theater 
Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  Street,  through 
September  22:  Thurs.-Sat.  8:30  pm,  Sun. 
7:30  pm,  $16-18.  861-5079 

Dreamlandia  -  Octavio  Solis  transports 
Calderon  de  la  Barca’s  Life  is  Dream  to 
the  Tex-Mex  border,  where  the  issues  of 
immigration,  NAFTA,  maquiladoras  and 
narcotrafficantes  take  center  stage.  The 
Thick  House,  1695  18th  Street,  Thurs.- 
Sun.  through  September  15,  8  pm  $15-25. 
401-8081 

Rebel  Without  A  Pause  -  New  York  come¬ 
dienne  Reno’s  one-  woman  show,  a  first¬ 
hand  account  of  the  September  1 1  tragedy, 
is  back  by  popular  demand.  Brava  Theater 
center  2789  24th  Street,  Sept.  3-8,  Sept. 
12-15,  Sept.  24-29,  8  pm.  $24-28.  Call 
647-2822  or  visit  www.brava.org 

The  38th  Annual  Book  Sale  by  the  Friends 
&  Foundation  of  the  SF  Public  Library  - 
The  largest  book  sale  west  of  the 
Mississippi  features  everything  from  chil¬ 
dren’s  books  to  an  array  of  rare  and  col¬ 
lectible  items.  Fort  Mason  Center  from 
Thursday,  September  5  through  Sunday, 
September  8. 

Qi  Gong  classes  taught  by  Liping  Zhu,  stu¬ 
dent  of  Taoist  Master  Yu  Anren  and  a  gold 
medallist  in  the  1996  International  Martial 
Arts  Tournament.  Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts 
Center,  455  Valencia,  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  at  6:30  pm,  $40/month/sliding 
scale.  861-4964 

Astanga  Yoga  -  Classes  by  Chalita 
Photikoe,  who  teaches  the  Astanga 
Primary  Series  integrating  breath,  bandhas 
and  movement.  Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts 
Center,  455  Valencia,  Mondays  at  6:30 
pm,  $40/month.  861-4964 

Youths  from  10-13  years  of  age  can  learn  a 
variety  of  media,  paper  mache,  sculpture, 
print-making,  batik,  puppet,  mask,  and 
jewelry-making  skills  at  a  workshop  every 
Monday  from  3:30-5:30  pm.  Precita  Eyes 
Mural  Arts,  2981  24th  Street,  $8  per  ses¬ 
sion  or  $50  for  ten-class  membership.  285- 
2287 

Free  meditation  class.  Psychic  Horizons, 
972  Valencia,  Tuesdays  at  7:30  pm.  643- 
8800. 

Taichi:  Taiyi  Swimming  Dragon  Chuan 
Form  is  taught  by  Liping  Zhu,  student  of 
Taoist  Master  Yu  Anren  and  a  gold  medal¬ 
list  in  the  1996  International  Martial  Arts 
Tournament.  Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts 
Center,  455  Valencia,  Tuesdays  at  6:30 
pm,  $40/month/sliding  scale.  861-4964 

Figure  painting  for  beginning  and 
advanced  artists  wanting  to  learn  to  paint 
and  draw  the  male  and  female  form.  One 
pose  is  worked  on  per  class.  Precita  Eyes 
Mural  Arts,  2981  24th  Street,  Wednesdays 
7-9:30  pm,  $8  per  session  or  $50  for  ten- 
class  membership.  285-2287 

Free  queer  swing  dance:  basic  with  inter¬ 
mediate  drop-in  lessons.  Stud  Bar,  399 
Ninth  Street,  lessons  Thursdays  at  6:30, 
dance  at  7:30.  252-9611 

Learn  to  ballroom  dance  at  beginning 
Ballroom  Dance  Lessons,  followed  by  a 
Ballroom  Dance  Party.  Dance  contests 


VKi&W 

ages  6-11  at  2  pm  &  ages  12-17  at  4  pm. 
282-8411 


Mission  Wall  Dances/something  there  is 
that  doesn’t  love  a  wall  -  Jo  Kreiter  and 
her  aerial  dance  company,  Flyaway 
Productions,  perform  a  site-specific, 
Mission  history-themed  piece  on  a  mural 
created  especially  for  the  performance. 
1849  Harrison  @  Alameda,  September  14- 
22,  2  pm  &  4  pm,  free.  626-3311 

In  Exhale  -  Choreographer  Randee  Paufve 
and  Paufve  Dance  present  a  concert  of  new 
and  repertory  dance  pieces  with  12 
dancers.  Dance  Mission  Theater,  3316 
24th  Street,  Sept.  20-22,  8pm,  $16.  273- 
4633 


2nd  Annual  Feast  of  One-Page  Plays  - 
Twenty  very  short  plays,  selected  from 
over  200  entries  are  performed  by  the 
Abydos/The  Directors  Theatre.  ODC 
Theater  3153  17th  Street,  Thurs.-Sun. 
September  26-October  6,  8pm,  $15-18. 
863-934  www,  odctheater.org 

Ongoing  classes  and  tours 

Gallery  walks  -  The  newly  opened  Blue 
Room  Gallery  is  offering  free  walking 
tours  of  Mission  District  galleries  and  stu¬ 
dios  for  kids  every  Tuesday.  Meet  up  at  the 
Blue  Room  Gallery,  2331  Mission  Street, 


The  SF  SPCA  offers  several  different  dog 
obedience  classes  throughout  the  month. 
Call  the  Dog  Training  Division  at  554- 
3509  for  details  or  go  to  www,  sfspca.org. 

Ever  wanted  to  visit  Alcatraz  at  night? 
Here’s  your  chance.  Night  tours  of  the 
Rock  -  with  special  nature  and  history  pro¬ 
grams  geared  to  the  interests  of  locals 
rather  than  tourists  -  are  now  a  very  hap¬ 
pening  thing.  Revenues  from  ticket  sales 
support  restoration  and  preservation  of  the 
National  Park.  Tickets  are  $20.75  and  are 
available  by  calling  705-5555.  For  more 
information  go  to  www. nps.gov/alcatraz 
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held  on  the  last  Friday  of  every  month. 
Metronome  Ballroom,  1830  17th  Street. 
Lessons  are  given  Fridays  at  7:30  pm, 
dance  party  9  pm,  $15  for  both,  $9  for  the 
party  only.  252-9000 

Guided  mural  tour  -  See  and  hear  all  about 
60  murals  on  a  10-  block  walk.  Meet  at  the 
Cafe  Venice  on  the  24th  Street  BART 
Plaza,  Saturdays  at  11  am,  $2-10.  285- 
2287. 

Salsa  classes  with  Ava  Apple  at  the 
Metronome  Ballroom,  1830  17th  Street, 
every  Saturday.  Level  1:3  pm,  Level  2: 
4:30  pm,  _  hour  practice  session  between 
classes.  Single  class,  $14.  8  class  card, 
$96.  252-9000  or  www.  metronomeball- 
room.com 

Another  guided  mural  tour  -  See  and  hear 
all  about  50  murals  on  an  8-block  tour. 
Meet  at  Precita  Eyes  Arts  and  Visitors 
Center,  2981  24th  Street  every  Sunday  at 
11  am,  $2-10.  285-2287 

Kids’  Mural  Project  -  A  workshop  for  kids 
5-10  who  want  to  paint  a  mural.  Monday- 
Wednesday  3:30  to  5:30  pm,  $8  per  class 
or  $50  membership,  Precita  Eyes  Mural 
Center,  348  Precita.  285-23 1 1 

Yet  another  mural  tour  -  Meet  at  Precita 
Eyes  Mural  Arts  and  Visitors  Center  298 1 
24th  Street  at  1 :30pm  every  Saturday  and 
Sunday  for  a  brief  slide  show  and  history 
presentation  followed  by  a  six-block  70 
mural  tour.  $12.  285-2287 


Weekly 

Mondays 

Monday  Night  Marsh  -  Stand-up  comedy 
and  performance  art  by  both  the  brightest 
lights  and  dimmest  bulbs  in  the  field.  The 
Marsh,  1062  Valencia,  8  pm,  $7  826- 

5750 

Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition 
(MAC)  holds  public  meetings  on  planning 
and  development  issues  impacting  the 


Mission  District.  Centro  Del  Pueblo,  474 
Valencia  Street@  16th  St.,  6-7:30  pm.  Call 
Oscar  or  Geri  at  43 1-4210 

Tuesdays 

Are  you  smarter  than  Cliff  Claven?  Try  the 
Pub  Quiz,  hosted  by  Angie.  Fun  and 
prizes.  Dylan’s,  2301  Folsom  @  19th, 
8:30.  641-1416 

Women’s  Work  -  An  ongoing  bi-monthly 
series  featuring  live  performances  of 
dance,  theater,  music,  spoken  word  and 
multimedia  by  women.  Venue  9  252  9th 
Street,  September  10,17  &  24,  8pm,  $8-10. 
289-2000  www. venue9.com 

Wednesdays 

Indulge  your  chess  addiction  with  the  all¬ 
levels  Chess  Club  at  4  pm,  or  practice  your 
Scrabble  skills  at  Scrabble  Nights  at  7  pm, 
all  ability  levels  welcome.  Bernal  Heights 
Branch  Library,  500  Cortland  Avenue,  7 
pm,  free.  695-5160 

Practice  your  Spanish  in  an  all-levels 
Spanish  Conversation  Group.  Bernal 
Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland 
Avenue,  7:30 
pm,  free.  695-5160 

The  International  Socialist  Organization 
holds  weekly,  open  meetings  at  the  SF 
Women’s  Building,  3543  18th  Street,  7-9 
pm.  336-5034 

SF  Bicycle  Coalition  Volunteer  Night  -  5- 
9  pm,  in  SFBC  office, 

1095  Market  Street,  Suite  208  (@  7th). 
Every  Wednesday,  come  to  the  weekly 
SFBC  Volunteer  night  to  do  the  things  that 
make  our  office  run,  munch  on  pizza  & 
snacks  and  enjoy  the  fine  company  of 
other  cyclists.  We  can  use  your  help!  For 
more  info  contact  Michael  at  431-BIKExl 
or  www.  calfee@sfbike.org 
Thursdays 

Bring  the  really  young  folks  (ages  1-36 
months)  for  Preschool  Storytime  at  10:10 
and  a  Bilingual  Infant  and  Toddler  Lapsit 
at  1 1 :00  am,  or  treat  kids  ages  3-5  to. 
Mission  Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett 
Street,  10:30  am.  695-5090 


Fridays 

Gamesters,  this  is  your  night.  Everything 
from  Scrabble  to  Cribbage  can  be  played 
with  the  regulars,  irregulars  and  newbies  at 
SF  Games,  in  their  new  location  at 
Mission  Grounds  Cafe,  3170  16th  Street,  7 
pm,  free.  820-3200  Ext.105 

Ballroom  Dance  Party!  -  Beginning  ball¬ 
room  lessons  and  dance  party.  Metronome 
Ballroom,  1830  17th  Street,  7:30  pm  -12 
am,  $15  for  lesson  and  party.  252-9000 

“Sexotica”  -  Dj  king  Coffin  spinning  a 
funky  fusion  of  Indian,  Middle  Eastern, 
and  Latin  grooves.  The  Makeout  Room, 
3325  22nd  Street,  10  pm,  free.  647-2888 

Saturdays 

Storytime  en  Espanol  for  the  whole  fami¬ 
ly.  Afterwards,  take  part  in  a  short  craft 
activity.  Mission  Branch  Library,  300 
Bartlett  Street,  12  noon,  free.  695-5090 

Found  footage,  experimental  works  of 
genius  and  the  just  plain  wacky  are  all  part 
and  parcel  of  the  short  and  feature-length 
films  screened  at  the  legendary  Other 
Cinema.  Artist  Television  Access,  992 
Valencia,  8:30  pm,  $5.  824-3890 

The  Mock  Cafe  delivers  comedy,  comedy, 
comedy  (some  of  it  is  even  funny)  at  9  pm. 
The  dreaded  open  mic  follows  at  10  pm. 
The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia,  $7.  826-5750 

Swing  City  Dance  Party  -  Beginning  East 
Coast  swing  lessons  &  dance.  Metronome 
Ballroom,  1830  17th  Street,  7:30  pm  -12 
am,  $15  for  lesson  and  party.  252-9000 

Sundays 

Live  Flamenco  Music  and  Dance  -  The 
flamenco  group  Arte  and  Compas  per¬ 
forms  live  at  Timos  Restaurant,  842 
Valencia,  7  &  8:30  pm.  647-0558  or  www. 
timos.com 

Dub  Mission  -  Rotating  resident  dj’s  Sep, 
Vinnie,  Ludichris,  J.  Boogie  and  Maneesh 
the  Twister  spin  the  night  away.  Elbo 
Room,  647  Valencia,  9  pm,  $5.  552-7788 
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Confortando  A  Los  Sufridos  Y  Asustando  A  Los  Confotables 

Jorge  Argueta 


Es  cierto 


Todos  nos  vamos  a  morir 
Lo  malo  de  esto 
es  que  no  sabemos 
cuando,  donde,  ni  como 


Es  cierto 


La  vida  es  corta 
y  uno  puede  vivir 
54  arios,  un  dia,  tal  vez  100 
o  tal  vez  mas 


Es  cierto 


A  la  muerte 
no  le  importa 
nuestro  ofido 

nuestra  edad,  o  nuestro  nombre 


No  le  importa 

si  nos  van  a  hechar  de  menos 
o  si  se  van  alegrar 
con  nuestra  aunsenscia 


Es  cierto 


A  la  muerte  no  le  importa 
si  dejamos  de  envejecer 
el  dia  en  que  morimos 
o  si  ya  muertos  nos  volvemos 


Hace  apenas  un  mes 
Victor  Miller  se  murio 
y  de  su  vida  solo  nos  queda 
el  asombro  de  su  muerte  repentina 

Es  cierto 

Las  noticias  en  El  Barrio 
seguiran  cargadas  de  rabia  y  alergria 
y  seran  otros  los  que  escriban  de  los  desalojos 
y  de  los  indocumentados 

Es  cierto  Victor  Miller  se  fue  de  la  Mission 

pero  que  no  lo  dude  nadie 
a  donde  quiera  que  este 

ha  de  estar  CONFORTANDO  A  LOS  SUFRIDOS 
Y  ASUSTANDO  A  LOS  CONFORTABLES 


Comforting  the  Afflicted  and  Afflicting  the  Comfortable 

by  Jorge  Argueta 


We  are  all  going  to  die 
what  is  bad  about  this 
is  that  we  don't  know 
when,  where  or  how 

It's  true 

Life  is  short 
one  can  live  to  be 
54  years  old,  perhaps  a  100 
or  maybe  more 

It's  true 

Death 

does  not  care  about 
our  profession 
our  age  or  our  name 

Death 

does  not  care  ' 

if  some  people  are  going  to  miss  us 
or  if  some  will  be  content  with  our  absence 

It's  true 

✓ 

Death  does  not  care 
if  we  stop  getting  old 
on  the  day  we  die 

or  if  when  dead  we  continue  to  grow  old 

Just  three  weeks  ago,  Victor  Miller  died 
and  from  his  life  all  we  have  left 
are  memories  of  him 

and  the  astonishing  news  of  his  sudden  death 
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It's  true 

The  news  in  the  neighborhood 
will  continue  to  be  full  of  happiness  and  sorrow 
and  others  will  write  about  the  evicted 
and  the  undocumented 

It's  true  Victor  Miller  is  gone  from  The  Mission 

but  make  no  mistake 

Wherever  he  may  be  now 

for  sure  he  is  COMFORTING  THE  AFFLICTED 

AND  AFFLICTING  THE  COMFORTABLE 


' 


Cabbies’  life  can  be  hard  to 
hack 


During  first  week  of  August,  Sukhpal 
Singh  Sodhi,  a  Sikh  Indian  taxi  driver,  was 
shot  and  killed  as  he  drove  his  cab  from 
Folsom  towards  Mission  Street  in  the  early 
morning  hours.  His  taxi  rolled  into  a 
parked  car,  then  collided  with  a  utility  pole 
and  knocked  out  electric  power  for  several 
blocks.  A  fire  started,  and  it  only  became 
apparent  when  Sodhi  was  pulled  out  of  his 
burning  vehicle  by  emergency  workers 
that  he  was  the  victim  of  a  shooting.  The 
unfortunate  driver  was  pronounced  dead 
on  arrival  at  the  hospital.  Sodhi  drove  for 
United  Cab  for  years,  supporting  his  wile 
and  daughters  in  the  Indian  state  of  Punjab 
with  his  American  job.  Sodhi's  brother,  a 
former  San  Francisco  taxi  driver,  was  mur¬ 
dered  on  September  1 5th,  200 1  by  a  racist 
in  Arizona  who  said  he  was  acting  "for 
America.”  After  the  tragedy,  Sodhi  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  in  the  United  States  despite 
his  father's  request  that  he  return  home  to 
India  because,  the  patriarch  argued,  the  US 
was  dangerous  for  people  of  Middle 
Eastern  descent  or  appearance  after  9/11. 
His  shooting  will  probably  go  down  as  an 
unsolved  homicide. 

As  a  taxi  driver  for  three  years.  I've  had 
some  bad  experiences. 

I  was  working  late  on  the  morning  of 
September  15th,  2001.  Business  had  been 
consistently  bad,  so  I  was  still  driving  after 
2:00  a.m.,  when  I  normally  turned 
my  cab  in.  The  period  between  two  and 
four  is  the  peak  statistical  time  for 
robberies  and  crime  in  this  city.  I  had  been 
working  myself  hard  and  had  little  to  show 
for  it.  San  Franciscans  were  still  partying, 
despite  the  collapse  of  the 
dot.com  bubble  and  the  World  Trade 
Center,  so  taxi  drivers  could  still  rely  on 
bar  fares  somewhat,  but  it  wasn't  like 
before.  A  pall  had  fallen  over  the  City,  as  it 
had  everywhere  else  in  the  country,  and  it 
was  making  itself  felt  economically. 

The  evening  of  September  14th  was  the 
first  time  that  week  I  took  in  close  to 
$100,  and  I  counted  myself  lucky  until  I 
picked  up  my  last  fare  at  23rd  and 
Valencia. 

I  was  stupid  for  picking  the  guy  up,  and 
normally  I  wouldn't  have,  but  I  was 
greedy,  and  greed  is  the  foundation  of  a  lot 
of  stupidity.  The  guy  looked 
like  the  Unabomber.  He  was  wearing  a 
sweatshirt  with  the  hood  pulled  up.  He 
had  me  drive  up  to  Bernal  Heights,  and  lit 
a  cheroot  cigar  on  the  way  there. 

When  he  had  me  stop,  he  knocked  my 
glasses  oft  with  a  side-swipe  of  his  hand, 
and  then  he  pulled  an  ice  pick  on  me. 
"Better  give  me  all  your  money  homes  or 


I'll  stick  ya,"  he  said.  I  gave 
him  everything  I  had. 

"Better  not  be  holding  out  on  me. 
Homes,  or  I'll  stick  ya." 

"I  haven't  got  anything  else."  I  said. 

"Give  me  your  license."  I  gave  him  my 
licens  and  he  had  me  throw  my  keys 
onto  the  floorboard  of  the  passenger  side. 
"Now  I  know  where  you  live,  Homes. 

If  you  report  this,  I'll  come  and  find  ya." 
Then  he  ran  outside  and  down  the 
hill.  He  really  knew  what  he  was  doing. 
By  the  time  I  found  my  keys,  he  was 
gone  into  the  trees.  This  was  good  for  him, 
because  for  about  the  first  three 
minutes  my  mind  was  set  on  murder.  I 
wanted  to  run  the  SOB  over,  and  damn  the 
consequences.  Instead,  I  ended  up  staying 
up  all  night  to  file  a  police  report  at  the 
Bayview  Station.  Yes,  1  could  identify  him 
in  a  line-up.  Yes,  1  would  press  charges. 

The  sam  guy  held  up  about  eleven  more 
cabbies  in  the  next  several  months 
before  the  SFPD  caught  him,  when  he 
stabbed  a  driver  on  Cesar  Chavez.  They 
shot  him  in  the  leg  as  he  tried  to  get  away. . 

There  is  a  small  physical  attrition  of  taxi 
drivers  in  San  Francisco.  Two  years  ago,  a 
driver  in  my  company  was  shot  in  the  head 
by  a  gang  of  youths  who  flagged  him 
down  near  Pier  39.  Amazingly,  he  sur¬ 
vived,  and  came  out  of  his  coma  after  sev¬ 
eral  days;  but  he  refuses  to  drive  a  taxi  any 
more. 

Another  driver,  stabbed  by  a  robber,  is 
now  blind. 

There  are  times  when  taxi  driving  is  an 
exciting  job,  providing  rich  fuel  for  a 
writer.  A  cabbie  gets  all  sorts  of  voyeuris¬ 
tic  snapshots  of  the  lives  of  strangers.  I've 
had  women  make  out  in  my  back  seat,  men 
make  out  in  my  back  seat,  leather  men 
come  on  to  me,  and  prostitutes  flirt  with 
me.  I've  chauffeured  bankers,  junkies, 
pimps,  investment-broker  hotshots,  pro¬ 
fessional  musicians,  editors,  teachers,  wel¬ 
fare  families,  politicians,  truck  drivers  on 
vacation,  models,  tourists,  freaks,  jus. 
about  everybody.  There  are  other  times 
when  it's  actually  boring,  driving  and  dri¬ 
ving  and  driving  and  never  seeing  anyone. 
There  are  times  when  I  feel  my  personali¬ 
ty  has  begun  to  atrophy  from  not  having 
enough  intellectual  challenge,  or  connec¬ 
tion  with  close  friends,  or  from  listening  to 
too  many  confessions  of  people  I  know  for 
ten  minutes  and  never  see  again.  At  times 
like  that,  my  life  looks  to  me  like  the 
World  Wide  Web,  filled  with  shallow 
glimpses  of  everything;  and  then  I  wish  I 
could  be  a  gardener  instead.  And,  of 
course,  there  are  times  when  it  is  simply 
dangerous  and  draining. 

Driving  a  taxicab  in  San  Francisco  has  its 
noments,  but  it's  not  much  of  a  career,  and 

wouldn't  recommend  it  to  just  anyone. 


Modern  Times  Bookstore 

A  Progressive  Resource  for  the  Bay  Area  -  A  Neighborhood  Bookstore  for  the  Mission 

888  Valencia  St.  Monday-Saturday  10-9 

415-282-9246  Sunday  11-6 

www.moderntimesbookstore.com 

Modern  Times  honors  the  memory  of 
our  friend  Victor  Miller. 
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Thursday,  September  12th  at  7:30  pm 

Art/  Women/  California,  1950-2000  (UC 
Press)  Reading  and slide  show!  Diana  Fuller, 
Laura  Meyer,  Sandra  S.  Phillips,  and  Terezita 
Romo 

Thursday,  September  19th  at  7:00  pm 

This  is  AECA!  The  Alliance  of  Emerging 
Creative  Artists  presents  music  by  Leon  Lee, 
Jeff  Chan,  and  Neil  Straghalis  with  readings 
by  Aaron  Shuman  and  other  special  guests  in 
an  evening  of  instrument-alone  pieces  and 
literary  readings 

Friday,  September  20th  and  Friday, 
September  27th  at  7:00  pm  Students  of 
Diane  DiPrima  Poetry  Reading 

Saturday,  September  21st  at  7:30  pm 

One  Man's  Trash  (Arsenal Pulp  Press) 

Ivan  Coyote  ( Close  to  Spider  Man,  Boys  Like 
Her) 
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Tuesday,  September  24th  at  7:30  pm 

University  of  California  Press-Independent 
Press  of  the  Month  Readings  by  Patricia 
Albers  {Shadows,  Fire,  Snow),  Liza  Dalby 
(Geisha),  Alison  Owings  (Hy  Waitress),  Enc 
Stover  (A  Village  Destroyed:  May  14,  1999) 
and  Reggie  Zelnik  (The  Free  Speech  Movement) 
All  UC  Press  titles  30 %  off  during  September 

Wednesday,  September  25th  at  7:30  pm 

This  War  Galled  Love  (City  Lights) 
Alejandro  Murguia  (Southern  Front) 

Thursday,  September  26th  at  7:30  pm 

Critical  Mass:  Bicycling's  Defiant  Celebration 
(AK  Press)  Chris  Carlsson  (Processed  World, 
Shaping  San  Francisco) 


10%  off  all  event  books  ! 

Events  are  free,  open  to  the 
public,  and  wheelchair  accessible. 


GUYS! 

Can't  figure  out  women? 

Call  our  girls  LIVE  for  advice! 

1-900-446-9800,  ext  4755 

www.chat900line.com/2468223 

3.99  per  mm/18  yrs  +  Serv-U  (619)  645-8434 


TAKE  YOUR  USED 

MOTOR 

OIL 

TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS. 


Your  used  motor  oil  can  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 


Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Jiffy  Lube:  6099  Geary,  750-0233 
Kragen:  6101  Geary,  387-1783 
T&R76-2:  301  25th  Ave.,  668-4343 
Firestone:  2800  Geary,  567-331 1 
Kragen:  3855  Geary,  668-5241 
T&R76-1:  3501  Geary,  752-39 68 

Pacific  Heights  &  Western  Addition 

Chevron:  2500  California,  567-1136 

South  of  Market 

Firestone:  1501  Mission  St.,  621-4650 
Jiffy  Lube:  300  7th  St.,  255-0900 
Kragen:  2300  16th  St.,  431-3386 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1401  Mission,  863-3939 
Quality  Tune-Up:  490  S.  Van  Ness,  431-6550 
SF  Honda:  10  S.  Van  Ness,  441-2000 


North  Beach  &  Telegraph  Hill 

Port  of  SF:  China  Basin  @  Pier  52/54,  274-0565 
Port  of  SF:  Hyde  St.  Harbor  @  Jefferson,  274-0565 

Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  &  Tenderloin 

Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness,  441-2240 
Jiffy  Lube:  2030  Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin,  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up:  1175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  &  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  1st  St.,  957-1754 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  401  Potrero,  863-6043 


Potrero  Hill  &  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836 
S&cC  Ford:  21 1  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  6c  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 


Bayview  &  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  6c  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1150  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune-Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 


Portola  6c  Visitacion  Valley 

Kragen:  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 

Sunset  6c  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150Taraval,  682-9177 
Chevron:  1890  19th  Ave.,  731-2733 
Marks  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 


West  Portal  &  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chevron:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 


R  E C YC  LE 
usf.d  on. 


SF  Environment 

Department  of  the  Environment 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
www.sfenvironmunl.com 


For  more  information/  call  the  SF  Environment  hotline:  (415)  554-4333 

Funded  by  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board.  Call  center  for  hours  of  operation  and  quantilies  accepted. 


Free  Concert  at 
Yerba  Buena  Gardens 


Wed  Sep  1 1  6pm 

Yerba  Buena  Gardens  (Mission  between  3rd  and  4th  Streets) 

Michael  Tilson  Thomas  conductor 
Joshua  Bell  violin 
Rev.  Cecil  Williams  narrator 
San  Francisco  Symphony 

On  the  one  year  anniversary  of  the  September  1 1  tragedy,  the  San  Francisco  Symphony 
will  perform  a  free  concert  in  the  tranquil  outdoor  setting  of  Yerba  Buena  Gardens  in  San 
Francisco.  Music  Director  Michael  Tilson  Thomas  will  lead  the  Orchestra  in  a  program  of 
classic  works  by  American  composers,  including  Samuel  Barber's  Adagio  for  Strings  and 
Aaron  Copland's  stirring  Fanfare  for  the  Common  Man.  Acclaimed  Grammy-winning 
violinist  Joshua  Bell  joins  the  San  Francisco  Symphony  performing  classic  music  by 
Leonard  Bernstein  -  “New  York,  New  York"  from  On  the  Town  and  "Make  Our  Garden 
Grow"  from  Candide.  The  program  closes  with  Copland's  majestic  Lincoln  Portrait. 
narrated  by  minister  and  community  leader  Cecil  Williams. 

Seating  is  very  limited.  Please  bring  a  blanket  or  low  beach  chair.  No  pets  allowed. 

*  ^ S®:  A.  ’  “  .  .  .  ■ 

This  concert  is  part  of  the  Yerba  Buena  Gardens  Festival. 
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edited  by  Jorge  Argueta 


LO  QUE  UN  FUTURO  PADRE  LE 

DICE  A  SU  FUTURO 

HIJO  A  LA  HORA  DE  COMER 

Ahora  que  la  sangre  de  los  no  infectados 
se  cotiza  en  bolsas  de  valores 
,;,cual  es  el  problema  de  que  te  alimentes 
con  pastillas  de  colores? 
aprovecha  que  aim  hay  tintes 
i o  acaso  extranas  la  came  y  las  verduras? 
esas  son  cosas  que  solo  conociste  en 
fotos  y 

documentales  prohibidos, 
por  suerte  no  viviste  ese  tiempo 
sino  tendrlas  mis  pesadillas. 


ANTES  DEL  NOTICIERO 

El  dla  no  etuvo  bien, 
no  tengo  ganas  de  contarte  lo  que  hice 
por  favor  no  me  digas  lo  que  estas  pen- 
sando 

y  abrazame, 
solo  abrazame. 


Vine  Italian  (fuisine,  cModeialely  Sauced 
7007 al  775-673-3600 
Open .  7  tc  73  ffueitTtu/  -  (Salcctday 
(Sunday  GAampagne  SftunoA  al  Sam 

us  aloul  private  cea/cing  leueot  /tom  GAo/  7ktisa 


ESPEJO  EN  EL  CIELO 

Tatde  o  temprano 

todo  mundo  se  acerca  a  una  ventana 
rnira  las  estrellas 

y  en  ellas  imagina  lugares  que  nunca 
conocera 

lugares  donde  se  salvan  de  sus  problemas 
lugares  donde  tambien  hay  ventanas 
y  gente 

mirando  hacia  aca. 


Adrian  Arias,  autor  de  varios  libros  de 
poesia,  entre  ellos:  En  los  Cuadernos, 
segnndo  premio  en  los  juegos  florales 
“Javier  Heraud",  de  la  Universidad 
Catolica  de  Peru,  1982.  En  1984,  su  poe- 
mario  Habitos  gand  primera  mencion  en 
el  certamen  Julio  Cortazar.  En  1996, 
Suenos  y  Paranoias  gano  el  primer  pre¬ 
mio  de  la  IV  bienal  de  poesia  Peruano 
Japonesa. 


CUENTA  REGRESIVA 

26  de  octubre 
11  a.m. 

siempre  quise  conocerte 
cielo  oscuro 

300  mil  toneladas  de  dinamita 
invitarte  al  cine 
nubes  de  cuerpos 
cielo  oscuro 

comer  palomitas  de  maiz 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 


1.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 

SMALL 

MEDIUM 

URGE 

Salami,  Prpprroru,  Sausag t,  Mushroom,  BtU  Pepper,  Onions 

11.95 

15.75 

18.75 

X  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 

Mushroom,  Onsets,  Frtsh  Tomatoes.  Bell  Prppm,  Bloch  Otirc,  Garlic 

12.30 

15.20 

19.25 

3.  FISHERMAN'S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

Shrimp,  Chun.  Garlic 

11.35 

13.65 

15.85 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 

Chicken,  Mushrooms,  Sun  Dried  Tomatoes,  Onions 

11.75 

15.75 

*  17.35 

5.  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 

Ground  Beef,  Onions,  Frtsh  Tomtatoes,  Black  Olivet,  Jatapchos 

13.45 

16.75 

18.65 

6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  (ALL  MEAT) 

Ham,  Beef,  Pepperoni,  Canadian  Bacon,  Sausage,  Salami 

13.50 

16.85 

19.95 

7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Artichoke  Hearts,  Fresh  Tomatoes,  Garde,  Sausage 

10.85 

13.45 

17.10 

8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 

Canadian  Bacon,  Pineapple 

9.95 

12.90 

14.10 

9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 

Spinach,  Feu  Cheese,  Black  Olives.  Pern,  Basil 

12.10 

14.75 

17.10 

10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 

Artichoke  Hearts,  Sun-Dried  Tomatoes,  Garlic,  Block  Olives,  Zucchini 

11.85 

13.85 

15.85 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

7.95 

9.95 

12.05 

1  TOPPING 

8.75 

11.15 

13.35 

2  TOPPINGS 

9.85 

12.35 

14.80 

3  TOPPINGS 

10.55 

13.55 

16.25 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  TOPPING 

.70 

1.00 

1.40 

TOPPINGS 

Salami  •  Peppcroni  •  Sausage  •  Ground  Beef  •  Ham  •  Canadian  Bacon 
Olives* Garlic •  Zucchini  •  Fresh  Spinach* Fresh  Tomato*Onion *  Pesro 
Baby  Clams* Chicken*  Anchovies* Shrimp*  Feta  Cheese*BeU  Peppers 
Mushroom* Roasted  Red  Bell  Peppers  *Jalapefio* Pineapple* Artichoke 

PASTA 


CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEN  DAILY 
11AM  TIL  3AM 
FREE  FAST  DELIVERY! 

535  Valencia  @  16th  street 

Phone  431 -8880  Fax  431-9018 

Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 
"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 


ENTREES 


SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE 

7.75 

CHEESE  RAVIOLI 

8.65 

RAVIOU  MEATSAUCE 

8.95 

ANGEL-HAIR  POMORODE 

7.65 

FETTUCCINI  ALFREDO 

8.75 

FETTUCCINI  PESTO 

8.75 

FRUTTI  D1  MARE 

10.65 

CHICKEN  FETTUCCINI 

9.85 

LASACNA  BOLOGNESE 

8.95 

VEGETARIAN  LASAGNA 

8.75 

LINGUINI  CLAMS 

9.95 

STUFFED  MANICOTTI 

8.85 

TORTELUNI  FLORENTINI 

9.65 

RED  SNAPPER 

9.65 

GRILLED  SALMON 

10.25 

PRAWNS  SAUTfi 

11.25 

FRIED  PRAWNS 

9.85 

CHICKEN  MARSALA 

9.75 

CHICKEN  PARM1G1ANA 

9.95 

CHICKEN  PlCAtA 

10.95 

MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 

8.25 

CHICKEN  SCALOPPINI 

10.95 

PEPPERCORN  STEAK 

12.50 

NEW  YORK  STEAK 

11.95 

I  MOZZARELLA  STICKS 

4.50 

1  BUFFALO  WINGS 

4.85 

FRIED  CALAMARI 

6.25 

GARLIC  BREAD 

2.25 

CAESAR  SALAD 

5.95 

HOUSE  SALAD 

3.75 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 

6.75 

SHRIMP  SALAD 

6.25 

CHICKEN  RISOTTO 

8.20 

Diced  chicken  with  mushroom,  carrots,  onions  and  herbs  m  rice 

RISOTTO  DI  FRESCO 

7.50 

Fresh  vegetables  m  §  pri  movers  sauce  and  rice 

RISOTTO  DECARNE 

8.20 

Steak  arips  with  mushrooms,  onion  &  herbs  in  rice 

SEAFOOD  RISOTTO 

8.85 

olas  gigantes 
espejos  de  fuego 

y  pasar  la  mano  por  tu  espalda 
cielo  oscuro 

2  millones  de  bombas  al  estilo  Nagasaki 
sentir  escalofh'os 
toneladas  de  cuerpos 
cielo  oscuro 
y  besarte 

108  objetos  potencialmente  peligrosos 
32  kilometros  de  roca 

pero  nunca  me  atrevi 
cielo  oscuro 
crater 

ya  es  demasiado  tarde 
bocas  abiertas 
cielo  oscuro 

te  has  mudado  demasiado  lejos 
fin. 

LLUVIA  DE  ESTRELLAS 

Espere  la  lluvia  de  estrellas 
y  aunque  la  noche  estaba  espesa 
y  el  cielo  cerrado 
tus  estrelllas  me  Ilovieron 
por  todos  lados. 


SILENCIO 

A  veces  las  palabras  son  pajaros, 
vuelan,  vuelan,  vuelan 
entonces  me  quedo  en  silencio. 

Hace  un  tiempo 

no  hacian  falta  las  preguntas 

hace  algun  tiempo 

no  hacian  falta  las  respuestas 

hace  algun  tiempo 

nos  amabamos. 

Mi  cama  de  arena, 

mi  cama  de  playa  de  sol 

mi  cama  de  infancia 

mi  cama  donde  no  hay  que  despertar 

tampoco  hay  que  dormir 

solo  estar 

y  sentir  como  dibuja  la  sangre 
los  caminos  del  cuepo. 

El  tiempo 

se  sienta  en  una  banca 
para  verse  pasar 
pero  nada  pasa. 


ANAIS 

El  dia  en  que  tu  naciste 
no  nacieron  todas  las  flores 
el  dia  en  que  tu  naciste 
el  cielo  entro  en  mi  pecho 
y  aparecio  el  universo 


Susana  Aragon  trabaja  en  el  campo  de  las 
artes  visuales  con  Adrian  Arias,  desarrol- 
lan  el  genero  del  video  arte  y  video 
poesia.  Estudio  educacion  en  la 
Universidad  Catolica  de  Lima. 


THUMBS  UP 

MARBLES 

3422  25™  St.  (btwn  Mission  &  Valencia) 
Open  Monday- Saturday 
415-920-8964 
marblesp@pacbell.net 
www.thumbsupmarbles.com 
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Health 
Matters 


Richard  Pitt 


Hormones  again 


In  the  last  two  months,  there 
have  been  revelations  in  the 
media  on  the  problems  of  long¬ 
term  hormone  therapy.  A  new 
study  that  tracked  thousands  of 
women  for  nearly  twenty  years 
revealed  that  women  who  took 
estrogen  were,  on  average,  1  fi 
times  more  likely  to  develop 
ovarian  cancer  than  those  who 
did  not.  That  risk  increased 
dramatically  the  longer  the 
women  took  the  medicine. 
Women  who  took  estrogen  for 
20  years  or  more  were  three 
times  more  likely  to  develop 
ovarian  cancer  than  those  who 
did  not  take  the  pills.  Another 
study  around  the  same  time 
showed  that  the  pills  were 
doing  more  harm  than  good, 
even  causing  conditions  the 
medicine  was  once  believed  to 
prevent,  including  heart  dis¬ 
ease. 

Originally,  these  hormones 
were  designed  to  give  short¬ 
term  relief  from  symptoms  of 
menopause,  such  as  hot  flash¬ 
es  and  night  sweats.  However, 
over  time,  long-term  use  of  hor¬ 
mones  was  encouraged  to  pre¬ 
vent  heart  disease  and  osteo¬ 
porosis.  Today,  an  estimated  8 
million  women  in  the  United 
States  regularly  take  estrogen. 
However,  these  new  studies 
only  emphasize  what  many 
people  have  been  saying  for 
years.  I  have  also  previously 
written  about  hormone  replace1 
ment  therapy  (HRT),  question¬ 
ing  its  efficacy  in  the  treatment 
of  osteoporosis  and  heart  dis¬ 
ease,  and  making  the  point  that 
the  trials  supporting  the  therapy 
were  far  from  conclusive. 

What  is  most  striking  about  this 
whole  phenomenon  is  that  the 
apparently  "scientific"  evidence 
that  has  justified  the  routine  use 
of  HRT  for  millions  of  women  is 
highly  questionable.  Yet,  for 
the  last  twenty  years  at  least, 
doctors  have  routinely  recom¬ 
mended  this  treatment  for 
women,  either  not  questioning 


it  or  else  not  seeming  to  know 
of  any  conflicting  evidence  that 
may  contraindicate  it.  In  many 
cases,  women  have  initially 
been  given  hormones  for  symp¬ 
toms  of  menopause,  and  then 
have  been  routinely  kept  on 
them  without  any  clinical  justifi¬ 
cation. 

It  is  a  case  where  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  -pharmaceutical 
companies  and  the  scientific 
community  is  more  collusive 
than  it  should  be,  while  physi¬ 
cians  are  used  as  distributors 
for  their  products.  It  is  now  a 
common  observation  that  drug 
companies  fund  much  of  the 
supposedly  "objective" 

research  into  new  medicines 
and  drugs,  a  fact  that  can  taint 
the  researchers'  objectivity.  It  is 
also  an  example  of  the  relent¬ 
less  medicalization  of  all 
aspects  of  life,  a  tendency  to 
pathologize  processes  which 
are  natural  and  do  not  need 
ongoing  medical  intervention. 
Even  as  this  "new"  evidence 
hits  the  streets,  there  is  now  an 
attempt  to  make  "male 
menopause"  a  disease  and  to 
prescribe  hormones  for  it:  in 
this  case  testosterone,  the  hor¬ 
mone  essential  for  male  func¬ 
tioning.  An  article  by  Jerome 
Groopman  in  the  New  Yorker 
magazine  of  July  29,  2002  is  a 
fascinating  exploration  of  this 
development.  The  article  con¬ 
cerns  a  drug  company  that  pro¬ 
poses  to  market  testosterone  to 
middle-aged  men  who  show 
symptoms  of  general  malaise 
or  lack  energy  and  libido.  The 

assumption  is  that  their  testos¬ 
terone  level  may  be  low  and 

require  a  boost.  However,  there 
is  no  scientific  data  on  what  a 
normal  level  of  testosterone  is 
in  middle-aged  men,  and  there 
have  been  no  long-term  trials 
on  the  effects  of  testosterone 
"therapy."  Research  into  testos¬ 
terone  levels  shows  no  connec¬ 
tion  between  "normal"  function 
and  hormone  levels  in  the  body. 


Nfifjp' 


a p e  1  m c  1 1  a y  through  Saturday-  9in-2am 
with  dj’s  every  elglt 
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VALENCIA  ST.  MUSCLE 

“SF's  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym" 
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*  First  time  local  residents  only.  Offer  expires  8/1/02 


Some  people  just  have  higher 
or  lower  levels  than  others.  The 
FDA  only  approved  the  use  of 
testosterone  for  specific  genetic 
problems  requiring  testosterone 
supplementation,  but  once  the 
FDA  gives  a  drug  the  green 
light,  there  is  little  to  stop  its 
being  marketed  for  another 
condition  that  shows  similar 
symptoms. 

This  looks  like  one  more  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  drug  companies' 
relentless  pursuit  of  profit  in 
marketing  their  product,  as  if 
they  were  selling  us  laundry 


powder,  with  the  unfortunate 
and  possible  tragic  conse¬ 
quence  of  creating  other  health 
problems  as  a  result. 

We  all  have  to  be  willing  to  take 
responsibility  of  our  own  health, 
to  do  ourown  research,  and  not 
to  believe  everything  we  hear 
and  read.  The  "experts"  don't 
always  know. 

Richard  Pitt  is  a  teacher,  practi¬ 
tioner  and  health  educator.  He 
can  be  reached  at  www.home- 
opathy-academy.org  or  415- 
695-8200. 


Mission  District 
Writers  Alert! 

Perfe'ct  Binding 
nowavailable  in 


Self  publish  your 
poems  or  novel! 

Foilfast  Cover 
Printer,  Specialty 
Cover  Stock 

\RRA  BROTHERS  PRINTING 

1009  VALENCIA  ST.  (near  21  st) 
Telephone:  826-6700  Fax:  826-6701  •  •  •  « 


Cafe  /  Restaurant 

FOOD  &  FANTASY  OF  SfAIN 

Home  of  6 (H)ANGRI(L)A 
Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4059 


Silicon 

Satan 


I  How  the  Left  can  support  the  War 

on  Terror 

I  was  saddened  to  hear  that  the  fire¬ 
fighters'  unions  have  voted  to  boycott 
President  Bush's  9/11  memorial  ceremo- 
ny— simply  because  they  are  peeved  that 
he  cut  funding  they  had  been  counting  on 
to  pay  for  safety  equipment  and  other 
boondoggles.  The  president  needs  to  take 
a  firm  stand  against  these  smoke-eating 
scumbags-for,  apparently,  all  the  senti¬ 
mental  nonsense  that  has  been  spouted 
about  the  bravery  of  their  colleagues  who 
died  in  the  collapse  of  the  twin  towers  has 
gone  to  their  silly,  behelmeted  little  heads. 

In  fact,  the  heroism  of  the  New  York 
City  firefighters  is  one  9/11  myth  that  is 
exploded  as"  easily  as  the  body  of  a  Cantor 
Fitzgerald  bond  trader  hitting  the  side¬ 
walk.  For  when  these  fire-chasing  fools 
ran  into  the  burning  towers,  it  is  not  as  if 
they  knew,  or  even  suspected,  that  they 
were  going  to  die:  like  everyone  else,  they 
had  no  idea  that  the  buildings  were  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  falling,  and  doubtless  anticipated 
nothing  more  than  a  few  hours  of  wan¬ 
gling  their  hoses  and  gallantly  helping 
gimps  and  old  ladies  hobble  to  the  exits. 
That  they  were  squished  because  they 
were  unwittingly  in  the  wrong  place  at  the 
wrong  time  hardly  makes  them  heroes— 
unless,  of  course,  you  consider  dead  pos¬ 
sums  on  the  highway  heroes  or,  for  that 
matter,  bugs  on  your  windshield. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  impressionable 
progressives  like  yourselves  will  not  be 
led  astray  by  the  bad  example  which  these 
soot-coughing,  pole-sliding  proletarians 
have  set  for  you  with  their  selfish  and 
unpatriotic  decision  to  embarrass  our 
president.  Instead,  you  should  aspire  to 
show  them  up  by  proving  yourselves  to  be 
loyal  subjects  of  Mr.  Bush  and  true  heroes 
in  the  struggle  against  terror.  However, 
since  loyalty  and  heroism  are  probably 
unfamiliar  concepts  to  people  like  you, 
allow  me  to  make  a  few  suggestions  as  to 
how  the  Left  can  stand  shoulder-to-shoul- 
der  with  the  president  as  he  leads  our 
nation  forward  in  these  difficult  times: 

1)  Join  the  Green  Party  in  its  attempts 
to  unseat  Paul  Wellstone--the  most  liberal 
(and  electorally  vulnerable)  member  of 
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tie  Senate— and  thereby  deliver  that  body| 
to  the  Republicans.  This  way,  you  will 
help  ensure  that  the  president  does  not 
have  to  endure  any  checks  on  his  power- 
after  all,  he  has  said  that  his  job  would  be 
a  lot  easier  if  he  were  a  dictator,  and  we  do 
want  to  make  the  president's  job  as  easy  as 
possible,  don't  we? 

2)  Follow  the  example  of  the  great 
Ralph  Nader  and  invest  in  companies  that 
are  at  the  forefront  of  the  War  on  Terror.  If 
Mr.  Nader  can  own  shares  in  Halliburton, 
where  Dick  Cheney  used  to  be  CEO  and 
which,  coincidentally,  just  won  the  con¬ 
tract  to  build  the  prison  camps  where 
"enemy  combatants"  are  to  be  detained, 
then  so  can  you. 

3)  Finally— and  this  is  addressed  to 
those  of  you  who,  just  a  few  short  years 
ago,  would  demonstrate  in  the  tens  of 
thousands  against  something  as  trivial  as 
the  Italians  holding  their  Columbus  Day 
celebration-continue  to  resist  the  urge  to 
pour  out  on  the  streets  in  protest  against 
Messrs.  Bush  and  Ashcroft's  efforts  to 
abolish  the  constitution:  not  only  would 
this  be  disloyal  and  unpatriotic,  but,  if 
there  were  no  "enemy  combatants"  to 
imprison,  imagine  how  badly  that  would 
affect  Halliburton's  share  price-and  how 
hard  it  would  be  for  Mr.  Nader  to  lead  the 
stuggle  against  corporate  domination  of 
American  politics  if  he  were  distracted  by 
a  steep  decline  in  the  value  of  his  stock 
portfolio.  And,  as  you  sit  around  doing 
nothing  while  your  Muslim  neighbors  are 
imprisoned  in  secret  and  without  charge, 
pay  absolutely  no  heed  to  those  tired  old 
words  of  Martin  Niemoller:  "First  they 
came  for  the  Communists,  and  I  didn't 
speak  up,  because  I  wasn't  a  Communist. 
Then  they  came  for  the  Jews,  and  I  didn't 
speak  up,  because  I  wasn't  a  Jew.  Then 
they  came  for  the  Catholics,  and  I  didn't 
speak  up,  because  I  was  a  Protestant.  Then 
they  came  for  me,  and  by  that  time  there 
was  no  one  left  to  speak  up  for  me."  For 
clearly  you  have  nothing  to  worry  about: 
the  authorities  would  never  come  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  proven  themselves  as  hero¬ 
ically  loyal  as  you  have. 

Silicon  Satan 


BRUNO’S 


UNLIMITED  WINE  WITH 
THREE  COURSE  MEAL  -  NO  COVER 
SUN  -  THURS 


HAPPY  HOUR 


TUE-SUN 


HALF  PRICE  PIZZAS 


6 -7pm  $3  WELL  DRINKS  $4  MARTINIS 


WWW.BRUNOSLIV6.COM  ■  4t»-M»-7  7*t  •  OPEN  4PM  -JAM  TUE-SUN 


&  NO 
M  GRILL 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  heart  of  San  f  rancisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6th  &i  7th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864-24 1  9 


Oux  3^  tyeasi 


ABADA-CAPOEIRAsan  franc i Kdfe,°«r 

BRAZILIAN  CULTURAL  (ENTER 

,  3221  22ND  STREET  (©MISSION  ST.  r,°Of 


is  68 


http://www.abada.org  PHONE  (415)  284-6196 
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HISTORY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 
AND  THE  MISSION 

Interested  in  a  little  background 
about  the  wonderful  city  we  live  in  —  or 
our  beloved  neighborhood,  the  Mission? 
Want  to  learn  about  the  days  of  the  Gold 
Rush  —  or  the  great  earthquake  of  1906? 
Want  some  facts  about  the  immigrants, 
Spanish-speakers,  or  eccentrics  who  live 
here?  Come  to  the  Library  and  see  what 
we  have  to  offer! 

For  starters,  you  might  look  at  the 
books  in  our  San  Francisco  history  sec¬ 
tion,  where  you'll  find  such  volumes  as 
Shanghaied  in  San  Francisco,  Golden 
Gate  Metropolis:  Perspectives  on  Bay 
Area  History,  or  San  Francisco /Yerba 
Buena:  From  the  Beginning  to  the  Gold 
Rush  1769-1849.  Other  interesting  ones 
include  San  Francisco  Bizarro  and  The 
Earth  Shook,  The  Sky  Burned  (about  the 
1906  earthquake).  The  travel  section  is 
another  good  place  to  look.  There's 
Historic  San  Francisco:  A  Concise 
History  and  Guide,  Streets  of  San 
Francisco:  The  Origins  of  Street  and 
Place  Names,  San  Francisco's  Cable  Cars, 
Stairway  Walks  in  San  Francisco  and  so 
much  more!  You  also  might  want  to 
check  out  the  videos  in  the  KQED 
"Neighborhoods:  Hidden  Cities  of  San 
Francisco"  series  —  The  Mission 
(Yayyyyyyyyyy!!),  Chinatown,  The 
Fillmore,  and  The  Castro. 

We  have  clippings,  booklets,  and 
other  kinds  of  info  on  San  Francisco  and  . 
(especially)  on  the  Mission  neighbor¬ 
hood,  including  a  fair  bit  of  history  in  our 
Local  Interest  fries  -  just  ask!  And  we've 
been  saving  copies  of  some  of  our  local 
publications,  such  as  New  Mission  News 
(back  to  1988),  El  Mensajero  and  El 
Tecolote  (both  back  to  1994).  We're 
missing  a  few  issues  —  still,  it  might  be 
worth  seeing  if  you  can  find  that  old 
photo  from  when  you  led  the  parade  in 
Camaval! 

There's  statistics  and  other  kinds  of 
info  on  the  SF  immigrant  population  in 
reference  books  like  San  Francisco 
Profile  of  Immigrants  &  Refugees  or  The 
Latstat  Report  -  Poverty  and  Social 
Inequality  in  San  Francisco:  Focus  on 
Latino  Families  and  Children.  Much 
information  from  Census  2000  (though 
not  all  -  these  things  take  time!)  is  out 
now.  Just  ask  and  we'll  help  you  find 
what's  available. 


Mission  Branch 


For  photos  of  what  life  in  the 
Mission  used  to  look  like,  come  on  in  to 
the  Mission  Library  and  look  at  our 
"Shades  of  the  Mission"  photograph  col¬ 
lection.  "Shades  of  San  Francisco"  is  a 
community  history  project  run  by  the 
Library.  Residents  of  different  San 
Francisco  neighborhoods  are  invited  to 
bring  in  old  photos  of  their  families, 
workplaces  and  neighborhoods.  The  pho¬ 
tos  are  then  copied  and  made  part  of  the 
Library's  photo  collection.  So  far,  there 
are  "Shades"  collections  of  the  Mission, 
Western  Addition,  and  the  Oceanview, 
Merced  and  Ingleside  areas  (although  the 
Oceanview  collection  isn't  quite  ready  for 
people  to  use).  Anyway,  "Shades  of  the 
Mission"  is  a  fascinating  photo  collection 
that  gives  a  vivid  look  at  the  Mission  in 
days  gone  by! 

There  are  other  sources  of  historical 
photographs.  Look  on  our  website  -  click 
on  electronic  resources,  then  on  San 
Francisco:  community  info,  photos  & 
schools  at  the  top  of  the  page.  That  will 
take  you  to  the  link  for  the  San  Francisco 
Historical  Photograph  Collection.  There 
are  hundreds  of  images  from  San 
Francisco's  past  available  over  your  com¬ 
puter,  or  by  using  one  of  the  computers 
tos,  consider  visiting  the  Main  Library's 
San  Francisco  History  Center,  where  the 
entire  collection,  containing  more  than 
250,000  photographs  of  San  Francisco 
and  California  (ranging  in  date  from  1850 
to  the  present),  is  stored. 

Actually,  there  are  many  reasons 
to  visit  the  S.F.  History'  Center  -  like  if 
you  want  to  find  out  the  history  of  your 
house  (or  even  of  the  land  it's  built  on). 
Or  you  could  do  research  on  aspects  of 
the  City's  history,  such  as  its  geography, 
politics,  architecture,  the  lives  of  citizens, 
or  the  stories  of  the  many  ethnic,  cultural 
and  social  groups  that  contribute  to  the 
City's  vibrant  character.  The  History 
Center  is  a  public  resource,  accessible  to 
all,  but  it's  also  an  archive,  so  there  are 
special  rules  for  looking  at  some  of  their 
resources. 

September:  Mission  Library’s  special 
programs  for  all  ages: 

Opera  Piccola  "Small  Works" 
Theatre  Company  presents  a  fun  story 
from  Mexico  -  Chac,  the  Rain  Spirit:  A 
Mayan  Folk  Tale  on  Wednesday, 
September  18  at  4:00.  Come  early  to  vol¬ 
unteer  to  be  part  of  the  show! 
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Refrigeration 


Come  and  enjoy  our  large  selection  of 
fresh  and  yummy:  , 

•  Gourmet  veggie  burritos 

•  Traditional  Mexican  favorites 

•  Seafood  tacos  and  wraps 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


Regular  Storytimes  for  Children 

Note  New  Times! 

Pre-school  Storytime  (in  English)  for 
children  3-5  is  held  every  Thursday  at 
10:10  am. 

Bilingual(  Spa  nish/English) 
Infant/Toddler  Lapsit  for  children  0-36 
months  is  held  every  Thursday  at  11:00 
am. 

Family  Story  time  in  Spanish  is  held 
every  Saturday'at  12:00  pm.  A  short  craft 
activity  follows. 

See  you  at  the  Library! 

-The  Library  Lady 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to 
Library  Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission 
News,  3288  21st  Street,  Box  202,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110,  or  feel  free  to  email 
her  at  Librarylady@sfpl.org 


^  Jewelry  *  Gifts 

Accessories  Home 

Ruby  Gallery 
3602  20th  St  @  Valencia 
415  550  8052 


WALDEN  GRAPHICS 


Ruby  Gallery  is 
Local  Artists  working 
for  themselves 
Art  is  our  day  job! 


Voted  Best  Place 
to  buy  Jewelry 
Bay  Guardian  2000/2001 


540  A  Barneveld  Ave 
San  Francisco 
CA  94124 
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Walden 

House, 

Inc. 


Fax:  415-861.8265 
Email:  walden  1  ©pacbell.nu 


415 . 554. 1494 
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Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!  WE  BUY  &  SELL 

WE’LL  BEAT  ANY  PRICE! 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


V 


2793  IBt  St.  "SSr  415-431-025 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a. in.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Satuiday 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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QUAN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

Since  1984 >  offering  the  best  in  Comprehensive 
Acupuncture  Treatment  Programs 

Arthritis 
Women's  Health 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Depression  i  Anxiety 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Full  Management  Program  for  Hepatitis  C 

CHILDCARE  PROVIDED  FRIDAYS  AND  SATURDAYS 
DROP  IN  TREATMENT  FOR  ADDICTION  AND  CHEMICAL  DEPENDENCY 
PRIVATE  INSURANCE*  MEDI  CAL,  WORKERS  COMP  PERSONAL  INJURY 

455  Valencia  Street,  Sail  Francisco  415-861-4964  qyhac@aol.com 


LOW  FEE 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

NEW  COLLEGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 

GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY  PROGRAM 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
' CENTER 

EXPERIENCED  THERAPIST  INTERNS  PROVIDING  INDIVIDUAL,  COUPLES 
AND  FAMILY  THERAPY  TO  THE  COMMUNITY. 

741  VALENCIA  STREET 
(415)  437-3456 


Would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 

Probably  not...especially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 

Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years. 

Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of 
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2590  Mission  Street  «■» 

San  Francisco  (415)282-3531  ^ 

Inside  the  Mission  Market  Food  Mall  FISH  &  POULTRY 
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16th  &  Caff  St. 


LA  POiT-MOPfRN  CURA/WfRA 


by  Resurrection  Coyoltzin  Cruz 


Curanderismo  is  an  ancient  heal¬ 
ing  tradition  which  treats  the  spirit  as  well 
as  the  body,  and  which  is  practiced  by 
healers  of  Latino  ancestry.  Curanderismo 
is  performed  as  much  in  the  far-flung 
areas  of  Mexico,  where  often  there  are  no 
doctors,  as  in  the  inner  city. 

The  true  curandera  is  becoming 
somewhat  less  common  in  our  communi¬ 
ties  as  immigrants  begin  to  assimilate  and 
abandon  our  grandmothers'  "supersti¬ 
tious"  ways.  In  the  face  of  western  med¬ 
icine,  these  traditions  are  seen  as  healing 
methods  of  the  ignorant,  and  can  become 
a  source  of  embarrassment  for  those  who 
have  learned  that  the  best  means  of  sur¬ 
vival  in  this  society  is  fitting  in.  The  way 
to  do  that  is  by  becoming  a  modem  North 
American  citizen. 

I  call  myself  alternately  an 
urban,  post-modem,  or  neo-curandera.  I 
am  one  of  a  small,  but  hopefully  growing, 
number  of  American-born  curanderas 
who  want  to  recover  and  preserve  this 
dying  indigenous  art,  and  who  propose  it 
as  an  alternative  healing  method.  My 
grandmother  was  a  curandera,  and  I  have 
chosen  to  carry  on  the  tradition  in  our 
family.  I  went  to  Mexico  to  study  with 
curanderas  on  a  special  program  through 
New  College,  and  I  have  been  involved  in 
the  study  and  practice  of  curanderismo 
for  several  years. 

Over  the  course  of  my  life  I  have 
been  exposed  to  a  wide  variety  of  healing 
and  magical  practices  (both  of  which 
make  up  curanderismo).  As  such,  the 
healing  I  practice  is  a  patchwork  of  the 
old  and  the  new,  the  traditional  and  the 
New  Age,  the  Western  and  the  so-called 
New  World.  It  is  a  hybrid,  one  that  bor¬ 
rows  from  a  wide  range  of  spiritual  and 
magical  traditions.  This,  I  believe,  is  the 
definition  of  curanderismo  in  the  modem 
American  age:  post-modernist  curan¬ 
derismo,  if  you  will. 

I  believe  there  are  connections 
we  can  make  to  these  rich  healing  tradi¬ 
tions,  which  can  close  the  gap  between 
the  -unseen  and  the  material.  These  are 
tools  that  can  bring  the  spiritual,  which  so 
many  of  us  long  for  and  find  missing,  into 
bur  busy  lives. 

My  method  of  dealing  with  cures  and 
solutions  is  an  unusual  one:  whereas  the 
traditional  curandera  does  hands-on  heal¬ 
ing,  I  make  suggestions  for  remedies  or 
rituals,  which  the  petitioner  can  do  to 
effect  his  or  her  own  cures  and  solutions. 
Self-treatment  is  self-empowering. 

Dear  Ms.  Cruz, 

I  have  reflux,  which  is  gastrointestinal 
juices  going  from  my  stomach  back  up 
into  my  esophagus.  This  causes  a  lot  of 
pain  and  discomfort,  and  severely  limits 
the  foods  I  can  eat.  I'm  already  a  vegan. 
My  father  died  from  a  related  cancer,  so 
this  is  a  serious  concern  for  me.  Do  you 
have  any  suggestions  for  me?  -Martha 

Dear  Martha, 

I  would  recommend  adding  papaya, 
nopales,  or  aloe  vera  tea  or  juice  to  your 
diet  when  you  are  experiencing  this  kind 
of  digestive  problem.  Papaya  can  be  con¬ 
sumed  fresh,  as  a  juice,  or  even  dried. 


There  is  also  papaya  leaf  tea.  Nopales  are 
the  Nopal  cactus  paddles.  Remove  the 
thorns  either  by  scraping  or  burning.  To 
eat  fresh,  simply  dice  and  add  salt  if  you 
like.  For  a  beverage,  put  a  prepared  piece 
of  the  cactus  paddle  (a  piece  about  the 
size  of  an  index  card  or  smaller)  into  a 
blender  with  a  cup  of  apple  juice  or  water 
and  blend  on  medium  for  one  minute,  or 
roast  under  an  open  flame  or  in  a  toaster 
oven,  and  eat  plain  or  salted.  The  taste  is 
somewhat  like  green  beans.  These  reme¬ 
dies  can  also  be  used  for  regularity  and 
constipation,  so  easy  does  it. 

Please  remember  that  the  recommen¬ 
dations  I  make  should  never  be  used  in 
place  of  the  care  of  a  western-trained  doc¬ 
tor.  In  matters  of  medical  importance, 
cover  all  bases  to  increase  your  chances 
for  better  health. 

Bendeciones,  Rez 

Dear  Rez: 

I  got  a  letter  from  a  government  agency 
saying  [that],  because  I  didn't  show  up  for 
a  court  date,  I'm  being  charged  $280  plus 
$1,000  for  abandoning  a  car  I  actually 
sold  last  August  They  offered  mail  adju¬ 
dication,  and  I  responded  well  before  the 
court  date  by  mail,  but  they  never  got  it  or 
have  lost  it.  Now  I  have  to  go  in  person 
and  request  a  new  court  date  so  they  will 
reopen  the  case.  I'm  afraid  that  the  new 
court  date  will  be  during  the  time  when  I 
will  be  out  of  the  country.  I  have  some 
bad  karma  around  this  car,  which  I  sold  to 
a  guy  who  never  registered  it.  I  have  had 
to  deal  with  his  tickets  for  the  last  six 
months.  This  is  threatening  my  economic 
well-being  as  well  as  my  summer  plans  in 
a  big  way,  plus  I  got  all  off-center.  Do  you 
have  any  advice  as  a  curandera?  -Suzanna 

Dear  Suz: 

I  realize  it  won't  help  you  now  to  say  that 
when  you  send  legal  letters  by  mail,  you 
must  send  them  by  Certified  Mail  and 
keep  copies  of  your  correspondence  to 
prove  that  you  complied  with  the  court's 
dictates.  You  might  try  going  to  City  Hall 
and  seeing  if  you  can  track  down  that  let¬ 
ter  yourself.  But  before  you  do  anything, 
I  would  light  candles  either  to  Catherine 
of  Alexandria  (of  the  Wheel  fame),  who 
is  the  patron  saint  of  lawyers,  for  her  fab¬ 
ulous  oratoiy  skills,  or  to  St.  Nicholas  of 
Myra  (Santa  Claus!)  for  unjust  lawsuits. 
Ask  for  help  in  this  endeavor,  then  turn  it 
over. 

As  for  the  bad  car-ma,  bum  a  blue- 
gray  candle  to  the  universe,  asking  that 
the  negative  energy  between  you  and  this 
car  be  removed,  or  at  least  neutralized. 
Burning  the  candle  will  also  help  to 
restore  your  center. 

Love,  Rez 


La  Post-Modern  Curandera  is  by 
Resurreccion  Cruz,  author  of  "Santora, 
The  Good  Daughter, "  Xipactli 
Publishing,  mailable  at  Modern  Times 
Books,  Bernal  Books,  and  Barnes  & 
Noble.com.  If  you  have  spiritual  or 
health  questions  that  aren't  being 
addressed  by  your  religious  and  medical 
establishments,  send  Rez  your  questions 
at  lacurandera@earthmonsterbooks.  com. 
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Sonny  Smith 


Home  is  the  Hobo 


I  went  down  to  El  Mexicano  bar  on 
24th,  somewhere  right  around  Treat 
Street,  to  meet  a  writer  named  Eddy  Joe 
Cotton  who  wrote  a  book  called  HOBO, 
about  riding  trains  like  a  hobo  and,  in  fact, 
all  about  tramps,  hobos,  hopping  freight 
trains,  Mexico,  father-searching,  and  folks 
named  String  Bean  and  Alabama;  but  he 
wasn't  there,  and  I  sat  around  El  Mexicano 
for  an  hour,  waiting  while  I  drank  Tecates 
with  little  limes  and  met  a  girl  named 
Raina  and  got  beat  real  bad  at  pool,  and 
mostly  explained  to  at  least  three  or  four 
people  there  why  I,  a  gringo,  would  want 
to  sit  around  in  some  Latino  bar  where  I 
don't  even  know  the  language... 

"Yo  no  se,"  I  said;  at  least,  I  think 
1  said,  but  I'm  unclear.  I  was  so  disap¬ 
pointed  that  the  writer  didn't  show  up  that 
I  contacted  him  afterwards,  ready  to  get 
mad,  but  he  said  he  was  at  El  Mexicano  at 
7  pm.  "Impossible,"  1  thought.  "El 
Mexicano  Bar  on  24th,  with  the  wooden 
bar  and  two  pool  tables?"  he  asked  me,  but 
in  my  El  Mexicano  there  was  only  one 
pool  table.  The  moral  of  the  story  is  that 
there's  two  El  Mexicanos  on  24th,  one 
near  Treat  and  one  farther  east  I  haven't 
seen  yet.  So,  while  I  was  sitting  in  MY  El 
Mexicano  eating  pork  rinds  off  a  paper 
plate  and  feeling  kinda  funny,  being  so 
white  and  all,  probably  the  first  white  per¬ 
son  to  walk  in  there. 

Your  articles  lead  to  gentrificationl!" 
said  one  bartender  I  know.  "Just  'cause  I'm 
not  stickin'  to  my  side  of  the  tracks?"  I 
said.  Really.  While  I  was  doing  that,  my 
writer  was  at  his  El  Mexicano  doing  who 
knows  what,  perhaps  ruminating  on  the 
Mission  race  game  himself.  "I'm  dark 
enough  I  can  pretty  much  pass.  I  don't  get 
too  hassled,"  he  told  me  later.  I  guess  he 
was  just  wondering  why  he  was  called  for 
an  interview  at  some  bar  and  then  the  guy 

didn't  show  ud  and  all... 

I  asked  him  some  questions 
about  trains  when  we  finally  got  in  touch. 
"Where  do  you  catch  the  trains  around 
here?" 

"Oakland.  And  also  east  of 
Sacramento." 


aypund?" 


"Do  you  still  hop  the  trains  to  get 


"Yeah,  but  writing  this  book 
slowed  me  down  quite  a  bit.  It  took  me  oft' 
the  trains.  It  took  a  long  time  to  write  and 
it  took  a  long  time  to  learn  how  to  write." 

•  "Do  you  know  a  lot  of  other  peo¬ 
ple  who  catch  trains?" 

"A  lot  of  people  I  hang  out  with 
have  caught  trains." 

"Do  you  see  more  and  more  peo¬ 
ple  doing  it?" 

"Not  really." 

"Do  you  think  as  times  get  hard¬ 
er,  more  people  will  do  it?" 

"I  think  it  will  take  a  lot  more  to 
get  people  out  of  their  doors.  Times  aren't 
as  bad  as  the  Depression." 

"Of  course,  things  will  never  be 
the  same,  but  if  we  were  reaily  to  go  into 
a  full  depression,  as  bad  as  it  was  in  the 
-  thirties,  I  wonder  if  people  would  look  to 
the  trains  again." 

"I  don't  know.  It  was  driven  by 
necessity,  but  there  was  still  romanticism 
too.  A  lot  of  people  rode  trains  because  it 
was  romantic,  and  in  the  'fifties  and  'six¬ 
ties  it  was  done  a  lot  out  of  romanticism. 
It  was  sort  of  a  beat  romance  thing  to 
drink  wine  down  by  the  tracks  and  hang 
out  with  bums  and  hobos.  But  a  lot  of  that 
spirit  is  gone  for  the  youth." 

"Are  there  many  other  books  out 
there  about  train  hopping,  or  sort  of  a  por¬ 
trait  of  the  modem  hobo?" 

"I  don't  know  of  many  in  print, 
but  I  know  there's  a  lot  in  the  works,  being 
worked  on.  I  know  a  few  writers  who  are 
writing  about  it.  A  lot  of  the  hobos  I  know 
are  writing.  Part  of  theiiobo  tramp  story  is 
this  kind  of  rambling  gospel  storytelling, 
so  there  are  a  lot  of  stories  out  there. 
Every  so  often  the  subculture  kind  of  rises 
to  the  surface,  and  you  might  read  some 
articles,  or  an  indie  documentary  will  be 
made,  and  then  it  goes  out  of  sight  again. 
But  it  will  probably  always  be  here  for 
people  sort  of  searching  for  a  kind  of 
Americana  that  they  might  be  missing. 
Maybe  the  reflective  times  that  America  is 
going  through  right  now,  re-evaluating 
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itself,  maybe  it's  causing  people  to  search 
out  American  roots  and  history,  so  that's 
why  you're  hearing  about  it  right  now." 

"Are  there  many  girls  out  there, 
riding  the  trains?" 

"There's  some.  Not  too  many,  of 
course,  but  a  few." 

"I  wanna  ride  a  train." 

"Is  that  something  you've  always 
wanted  to  do?" 

"Not  really,  I  guess,  but  I've 
heard  about  it  over  the  years.  But  it  sounds 
dangerous." 

"Yeah,  it  can  be  if  you  don't 
know  what  you're  doing.  You  have  to  take 
your  time  and  catch  the  right  ones." 

"It  seems  like  it  must  be  a  lot 
harder  these  days,  that  security  must  be  a 
lot  tougher  than  it  used  to  be  around 
trains." 
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TREK 

Huge  selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  &  Clothing 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  ••  All  Makes  and  Models 

WE  BOX  BIKES  FOR  TRAVEL 

(between  20th  and  21st  Streets) 


HOURS: 
Sun  llam-5pm 
Mon  through  Sat  10am-6pm 


1077  Valencia  1065  Valencia 

550-6600  (sales)  550-6601  (repairs) 


"That's  where  nightfall  can  help 
you  out  quite  a  bit." 

"You  have  a  band,  too,  right?" 

"It's  more  like  a  variety  show. 
Sort  of  a  sideshow-type  thing,  fire 
breathers  and  a  jug  band  and  other  stuff.  I 
took  them  along  on  my  book  tour." 

"Are  you  guys  playing  anywhere 
in  September?" 

"We  just  got  off  the  road,  so,  no, 
but  we  have  one  thing  at  Ruby  Skye 
(downtown)  in  October." 

"What  is  that  place?" 

"It's  kind  of  a  disco-house-dj- 
thing  place,  so  I  don't  know  what  it  will  be 
like,  but  we  knew  someone  who  works 
there,  so  that's  how  we  got  it..." 

Then  the  interview  was  over, 
and  I  tried  to  think  what  the  two  El 
Mexicanos  in  the  Mission  might  have  to 
„  do  with  hopping  freight  trains,  and  I  fig¬ 
ured  nothing,  really,  except  cheap  beer 
and  not  too  many  women,  but  then  I  also 
thought  modern  'legal'  Americans  no 
longer  really  migrate  anymore,  unless  you 
call  suburban  sprawl  a  migration.  There's 
not  much  movement  across  the  land  in  the 
hopes  of  finding  a  better  job  or  a  better 
life,  but  amongst  the  Latino  population, 
like  the  folks  at  the  El  Mexicanos,  espe¬ 
cially  in  California,  the  migration  is  fully 
alive:  'illegal'  aliens  come  up  from  Mexico 
and  farther  south  looking  for  work,  and 
'illegal'  or  legal  Latino  Americans  follow 
sandia  and  tomatoes  and  whatever  crops 
are  in  season  across  the  land.  The  myth  of 
moving  onwards  for  something  better  is 
lived  in  America  by  hobos,  tramps  and 
migratory  workers. 


Sonny  Smith 
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934  Valencia  Street  (2oth/2ist)  •  4158262321  •  www.back2picture.c0m 


Full  service— or  frame  if  yourself! 

Quality  framing  materials 
Personal,  step-by-step  assistance 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 

Serving  the  Mission  District  for  over  17  Years 
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CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998, 1999  AND  2000 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  10pm 


3071  1 6th  Street 

Open  daily  10am  to  12am 


